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HEALTHY, SAFE AND VIBRANT COUNTIES across America 

VISION 

STRENGTHEN AMERICA’S COUNTIES

MISSION 

THE NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF COUNTIES (NACO) 

STRENGTHENS AMERICA’S 3,069 COUNTIES, serving nearly 

40,000 county elected officials and 3.6 million county employees 

Founded in 1935, NACo unites county officials to:

- Advocate county priorities in federal policymaking

- Promote exemplary county policies and practices

- Nurture leadership skills and expand knowledge networks

- Optimize county and taxpayer resources and cost savings 

- Enrich the public’s understanding of county government

ABOUT NACO 

The NACo Blueprint harnesses the 

collective ingenuity, knowledge and powers 

of America’s county officials, 

ultimately helping people and places to thrive.
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Under America’s form of federalism, the intergovernmental system is about the 

balance, division and sharing of power and responsibilities between levels of government.

ROLE OF NACo AND AMERICA’S COUNTIES
IN OUR INTERGOVERNMENTAL SYSTEM
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COUNTY GOVERNMENT ROLE 
IN OUR NATION’S INTERGOVERMENTAL SYSTEM

A M E R I C A ’ S  3 , 0 6 9  C O U N T Y  G O V E R N M E N T S :

N E A R L Y  4 0 , 0 0 0  C O U N T Y  E L E C T E D  O F F I C I A L S  

A N D  3 . 6  M I L L I O N  C O U N T Y  E M P L O Y E E S  
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1. Optimize Intergovernmental Partnerships of America’s Counties, with federal, state, local and tribal counterparts

2. Ensure County stewardship and impact with American Rescue Plan Act's Fiscal Recovery Funds 

3. Position Counties to leverage the Bipartisan Infrastructure Law, Inflation Reduction Act & the CHIPS and Science Act 

4. Advance Federal Behavioral Health Policy Reforms, including modernize the Medicaid Inmate Exclusion and IMD policies

5. Secure the County priorities in 2023 Farm Bill Reauthorization

6. Boost Advanced Broadband Deployment and Accessibility while preserving local decision-making

7. Support Full Funding for Payments In Lieu of Taxes (PILT) and the Secure Rural Schools (SRS) program

8. Promote County Priorities in U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) and other federal rulemaking

9. Maintain Election Integrity with an emphasis on strengthening election worker safety

10. Enhance Community Resilience through regional and local disaster preparedness

11. Promote Economic Recovery including Workforce and Housing Opportunities2
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Bipartisan 
Infrastructure 

Law

American Rescue 
Plan Act

CHIPS and 
Science Act

Inflation 
Reduction 

Act
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$1.93 BILLION for MICHIGAN’S COUNTIES 
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U. S .  T R EA S UR Y UP DAT ED R UL EM A K I NG  

fo r  C O R NYN- PA DI L LA  A M ENDM ENT

Newly enacted Cornyn-Padilla amendment expands the eligible use of Recovery Funds 
for natural disaster relief, including COVID-19, that meets the immediate needs of counties.

As part of the pending final rule, NACo is urging the U.S. Treasury to include:



State and Local Fiscal Recovery Fund
Reporting Requirements and Resources

Add new individuals to the portal

Ensure all necessary personnel have access to 

the portal from your jurisdiction. Add new 

indivduals on portal.treasury/gov/compliance

Update POC information

Confirm that the contact information 

in the portal is up to date for authorized 

representative and point of contact

Submit P&E Report by April 30, 2023

All counties must submit a 

Project and Expenditure (P&E) Report 

by April 30, 2023 – Portal will open early April

By following these steps, you can ensure a smooth process 
for submitting your county's P&E Report by April 30, 2023.
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L oc al  A s s i stanc e  and  Tr i bal  C ons i s t enc y Fund

• Covers 2,086 “eligible revenue sharing counties” 

• $1.5 billion in new federal funding over two-year period (FY2022 and FY2023)

• Minimum allocation of $100,000 and maximum amount of $12 million

• Funds may be used “for any governmental purpose other than a lobbying activity” 

• Maintain active SAM.gov registration throughout the duration of the award

• Funds will remain available to eligible counties until expended

$17.5M for 

48 Michigan Counties 
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2023 FARM BILL REAUTHORIZATION

NACO PRIORITIES

— Improve ease of access and flexibility of Farm Bill programs

— Provide stronger support for small and mid-size producers

— Advance comprehensive farm labor reform

— Maintain and expand voluntary conservation programs

— Bridge the broadband digital divide

— Invest in the rural development capacity of rural counties

— Close the water and wastewater access gap

— Maintain SNAP funding levels, structure and eligibility

— Elevate the county role in federal land management



NATIONAL COMMISSION ON 

MENTAL HEALTH 
AND WELLBEING
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NATIONAL LANDSCAPE: A CASE FOR ACTION

• Nearly 1 in 4 U.S. adults and 1 in 5 adolescents experienced a mental 

illness in 2021, with people aged 18 to 25 having the lowest rate of treatment.

• Nearly a quarter of adults today take prescription pills for mental 

health, up from only 16 percent in 2019.

• Suicide is now the second leading cause of death for 15-to-24-year-olds, 
with teenagers experiencing a 17.3 percent increase in the use of anxiety medications since 2020.

• One third of the U.S. population lives in a county designated as a mental 

health professional shortage area.

• Serious mental illness causes $193.2 billion in lost earnings each year across 

the U.S. economy, with substance use disorders resulting in more than $740 billion annually in 

additional lost workplace productivity, healthcare expenses, and crime-related costs.

Sources: 1- SAMHSA; 2-CDC; 3-CDC; 4-HRSA; 5-American Journal of Psychiatry
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NACo MENTAL HEALTH COMMISSION CHARTER

1. Stimulate national sense of urgency, through an intergovernmental 

partnership framework, for addressing our nation’s crisis with mental health 

and wellbeing of residents, especially our most vulnerable.

2. Elevate the national awareness of the roles, innovations and pain-points 
facing county governments in addressing this escalating crisis.

3. Achieve NACo’s public policy agenda, such as the full implementation of 

Mental Health Parity standards, modernize the unequal coverage of mental health 

care through the “institutions for mental disease” (IMD) prohibition, repeal the 

Medicaid Inmate Exclusion Policy for people held in jail pre-trial, and build the 

mental health workforce and continuum of care for the future.

4. Align a cohesive national and intergovernmental strategy to improve and 

enhance the mental health and wellbeing of all Americans, with a special focus on 

our most vulnerable populations.



INTERGOVERNMENTAL 
FRAMEWORK

FEDERAL POLICIES AND PRACTICES
• Mental Health Parity enforcement and incentives

• Institutes of Mental Disease (IMD) modernization 

• Medicaid Inmate Exclusion Policy repeal

• Workforce Development incentives and resources

• Certified Community Behavioral Health Clinic evaluation & scale 

STATE POLICIES AND PRACTICES
• County-informed state models for state-county collaboration

• State innovations, investments, alignment & empowerment

COUNTY POLICIES AND PRACTICES
• County policies, practices & innovations

• Public-private-nonprofit partnerships and collaboration

• Scale NACo peer learning networks including county policymakers and practitioners

21
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COUNTY LANDSCAPE: MENTAL HEALTH AWARENESS MONTH – MAY 2023
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COUNTY LANDSCAPE: MENTAL HEALTH AWARENESS MONTH – MAY 2023

Mental Health Awareness Month: County Participation Toolkit (naco.org)

https://www.naco.org/resources/mental-health-awareness-month-county-participation-toolkit
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At least 29 states have accredited 

county veteran service officers 

(CVSOs), primarily supported from 

local county tax dollars. 

Even though CVSOs work with the 

U.S. Veterans Administration (VA) 

to coordinate and secure veterans’ 

federal benefits, there is currently 

no federal funding for county 

service offices, and very few states 

contribute funds.

CVSOs help veterans claim more than $52 billion annually 

in federal health, disability, pension and compensation benefits

County Veteran Service Off icers
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OPERATION 
GREEN LIGHT 
for VETERANS
P O W E R E D  B Y  N A C o
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NACo members can serve on 31 policy and practice committees, caucuses, task forces and advisory 

boards to inform national policy and help solve problems impacting counties.

Committees focus on:

Arts and Culture | Broadband | Disaster Mitigation & Recovery | 

Economic Development | Elections | Finance | Health | Housing | 

Human Service Delivery | Infrastructure & Transportation | Justice 

Reform | Natural Resources Management | Public Lands | Public 

Safety | Resiliency | Rural Affairs | Technology | Veteran Services

www.naco.org/getinvolved 

Over 1,500 county officials and staff participate





S T R O N G E R  C O U N T I E S .  S T R O N G E R  A M E R I C A .

fb.com/NACoDC

@NACoTweets

youtube.com/NACoVideo

linkedin.com/company/NACoDC

National Association of Counties

660 North Capitol Street, N.W. | Suite 400

Washington, D.C. 20001

202.393.6226 • www.NACo.org
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