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AGENDA AT A GLANCE

MONDAY | April 24, 2023

TIME SESSION ROOM
12:00 PM – 5:00 PM Registration Desk Open | Radisson Radisson Second Floor

1:00 PM - 1:30 PM MACPAC Board Work Session | Radisson Regency II

1:00 PM - 3:00 PM MCMCFC SESSION: LARA Bureau of Survey and Certification Update | 
Radisson

Capitol IV

2:00 PM – 3:00 PM MAC SESSION: Going Further Together: Connecting People and Places 
Through Trails | Radisson

Capitol I

2:00 PM – 3:00 PM MAC SESSION: The Impact of Electric Vehicle Adoption on Road Funding 
in Michigan | Radisson

Capitol II

2:00 PM – 3:00 PM MAC SESSION: Trial Court Funding | Radisson Capitol III

2:00 PM – 3:00 PM MACSC Board Meeting | Radisson Regency II

3:00 PM - 5:00 PM Exhibitor Setup | Lansing Center Banquet Rooms 1-8

3:30 PM - 5:00 PM MCMCFC: Survey Readiness – Daily Quality Assurance Process | Radisson Capitol IV

4:30 PM - 4:45 PM MAC Board Executive Committee | Radisson Boardroom

4:45 PM - 5:45 PM MAC Board of Directors Meeting | Radisson Capitol I

Dinner on your own

TUESDAY | April 25, 2023

TIME SESSION ROOM
7:45 AM Registration Desk Open & Exhibitor Setup | Lansing Center Main Hall

7:45 AM - 9:00 AM Breakfast | Lansing Center Banquet Rooms 1-8

8:30 AM - 10:30 AM MCMCFC: Leadership Style – How Much Does It Matter | Lansing Center Meeting Rooms 203/204

9:00 AM - 10:00 AM Opening Plenary - State of MAC, Legislative Update, NACo - National 
Perspective on the County Landscape and Priorities | Lansing Center

Banquet Rooms 1-8

10:00 AM - 10:45 AM Networking with Exhibitors | Lansing Center Banquet Rooms 1-8

10:45 AM - 11:45 AM MAC | MCMCFC Joint Session: Opioid Funding from the National 
Settlement | Lansing Center

Meeting Rooms 101/102

10:45 AM - 11:45 AM MAC SESSION: Land Banks | Lansing Center Meeting Rooms 103/104

10:45 AM - 11:45 AM MAC SESSION: Effective Meetings with Robert’s Rules of Order Newly 
Revised | Lansing Center

Meeting Room 201

11:45 AM - 1:15 PM Lunch with Plenary – Michigan Budget Update | Lansing Center Banquet Rooms 1-8

1:15 PM - 2:00 PM Networking with Exhibitors | Lansing Center Banquet Rooms 1-8

2:00 PM - 3:00 PM MAC SESSION: Juvenile Justice Reform and Funding | Lansing Center Meeting Rooms 101/102

2:00 PM - 3:00 PM MAC SESSION: Michigan’s Overlapping Property Tax Limitations Create an 
Unsustainable Municipal Finance System | Lansing Center

Meeting Rooms 103/104

2:00 PM - 3:00 PM MAC SESSION: Property Tax Lawsuits | Lansing Center Meeting Room 201
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WEDNESDAY | April 26, 2023

TIME SESSION ROOM
7:30 AM Registration Desk Open | Lansing Center Main Hall

7:30 AM - 8:45 AM Breakfast | Lansing Center Banquet Rooms 1-8

8:00 AM - 9:30 AM MCMCFC Board Meeting | Lansing Center Meeting Rooms 203/204

8:45 AM - 9:45 AM Plenary - Michigan Legislative Leadership | Lansing Center Banquet Rooms 1-8

9:45 AM - 10:45 AM MAC & MCMCFC Joint Session: Human Trafficking: Genesee County's 
G.H.O.S.T. Program | Lansing Center

Meeting Rooms 101/102

9:45 AM - 10:45 AM MAC SESSION: Dams | Lansing Center Meeting Rooms 103/104

9:45 AM - 10:45 AM MAC SESSION: SBAM Placemaking Panel | Lansing Center Meeting Room 201

10:45 AM - 11:00 AM Boxed Lunch Pickup | Lansing Center Various

10:45 AM - 11:30 AM Swearing-in of MAC Board Members | Lansing Center Meeting Rooms 101/102

11:00 AM - 11:30 AM MCMCFC Committee Meeting - Program & Quality | Lansing Center Meeting Rooms 203/204

TUESDAY | April 25, 2023

TIME SESSION ROOM
2:00 PM - 3:00 PM MCMCFC SESSION: - Michigan’s Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) | 

Lansing Center
Meeting Rooms 203/204

3:15 PM - 3:45 PM MAC Elections | Lansing Center Various

3:15 PM - 4:15 PM MCMCFC SESSION: Lobby 101 | Lansing Center Meeting Rooms 203/204

4:30 PM – 6:00 PM Legislative Reception & MAC County Advocate Awards | Radisson Ballroom

Dinner on your own

8:00 PM - 10:00 PM President's Hospitality Suite | Radisson Hotel Room 1128 

MICHIGAN ASSOCIATION OF COUNTIES

OPIOIDS HELP DESK
Under a partnership with the health 
policy nonprofit Vital Strategies, MAC 
has created a staff position to aid our 
members with all of their planning for 
opioid settlement funds.

Amy Dolinky is here to provide answers 
to your opioid settlement questions and 
assistance with your planning efforts.

Amy Dolinky, Technical Adviser, Opioid Settlement Funds 
Planning and Capacity Building

Cell: 847.309.4340 | dolinky@micounties.org

Wifi 
RADISSON 

Network Name: Radisson 
Conference Password: spring23 

LANSING CENTER 
Network Name: MIcounties23 

Password: MAC125th
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KEYNOTE SPEAKERS

KEYNOTE: NATIONAL PERSPECTIVE ON THE 
COUNTY LANDSCAPE AND PRIORITIES

Matthew D. Chase, NACo CEO
Matthew D. Chase has served as the 
chief executive officer (CEO) of the 
National Association of Counties 
(NACo) since September 2012. As the 
CEO, he is responsible for the overall 
management of the only national 
association representing America’s 
3,069 county governments, with a 
national footprint of nearly 40,000 
elected officials, 3.6 million county 
employees and more than $660 billion 
in annual public sector investments.

Previously, Matt served nearly a decade as executive director 
of the National Association of Development Organizations 
(NADO), representing local government-based regional 
planning and development organizations. He is a graduate 
of Hartwick College in Otsego County, New York, and holds 
a master's degree in political management from George 
Washington University (GWU) in Washington, D.C. He 
currently serves on the board of advisors for GWU’s Graduate 
School of Political Management. He is a fellow for the National 
Academy of Public Administration. He was also a founding 
board member of Vets’ Community Connections.

Matt was raised in Warren and Washington counties in Upstate 
New York. Matt was introduced to county government by 
his stepfather who held two elective offices in Washington 
County: district attorney and judge.

KEYNOTE: MICHIGAN BUDGET UPDATE

Chris Harkins
Chris Harkins is state budget director. 
He is responsible for coordinating 
all aspects of the state’s $70 billion 
budget and oversees CEPI, OFM, OIAS, 
and SIGMA.

Prior to serving in the State Budget 
Office (SBO), Harkins served as director 
of the Michigan Senate Fiscal Agency, 
where he managed the agency and its 
staff and ensured that the informational 
and fiscal needs of the members of the Michigan Senate were 
met. He also worked at Jackson National Life as a senior policy 
adviser and spent the preceding decade employed in various 
roles in state government, most recently within SBO where he 
served as director of OHHS.

STATE OF MAC

Stephan Currie
Stephan Currie is the Michigan 
Association of Counties’ fourth 
executive director since 1968.

Currie began his service at MAC as deputy 
director in 2011. As deputy director, 
Currie led MAC’s daily operations, plus 
spurred new initiatives such as CoPro+, a 
collaborative purchasing program for public 
entities. As executive director, Currie leads 
various strategic initiatives for both MAC 
and the MAC Service Corporation and remains in a leadership role 
with the CoPro+ program. In September 2017, Currie was named 
the Strategic Association Leader for 2017 by the Michigan Society of 
Association Executives.

Prior to joining MAC, Currie was operations manager at Comfort 
Research in Grand Rapids. He graduated from Hope College 
with a degree in business administration and has an MBA from 
Michigan State University.

MAC LEGISLATIVE UPDATE

Deena Bosworth
Deena Bosworth joined MAC in 2011 
and became director of governmental 
affairs in December 2013. Bosworth 
previously served as director of legislative 
relations for the Michigan Attorney 
General’s Office, as assistant county 
administrator with the Charlotte County 
Board of Commissioners in Florida 
and as legislative director and senior 
policy adviser for the Michigan House 
Republican Caucus. She has a bachelor’s 
degree in anthropology from Western Michigan University.

Michigan Legislative Leadership
The leaders of the majority and minority parties in both chambers 
of the Michigan Legislature will join MAC for a discussion on their 
priorities and what has changed in Lansing since Democrats gained 
the majority in the House and Senate for the first time in 40 
years. They also will be asked for their views on a variety of county 
priorities in 2023. The discussion will be moderated by Deena 
Bosworth, MAC’s director of governmental affairs.

• House Speaker Joe Tate, D-Wayne
• House Minority Floor Leader Bryan Posthumus, R-Kent
• Senate Majority Leader Winnie Brinks, D-Kent
• Senate Minority Leader Aric Nesbitt, R-Cass

CHASE

HARKINS

CURRIE

BOSWORTH
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THANK YOU TO OUR SPONSORS!

ERIE SPONSORS ST. CLAIR SPONSOR

HURON SPONSORS

MICHIGAN SPONSORS

ONTARIO SPONSORS

SERVICE CORPORATIONSERVICE CORPORATION

MICHIGAN ASSOCIATION OF COUNTIES
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SPECIAL EVENTS

COUNTY ADVOCATE AWARDS WILL HIGHLIGHT 
LEGISLATIVE RECEPTION

State Rep. Julie Rogers, a former MAC 
Board director and Sen. Jon Bumstead 
will be honored on April 24 with MAC 
County Advocate Awards for their work 
in 2022.

Rogers (D-Kalamazoo) and Bumstead 
(R-Muskegon) will be presented special 
plaques by MAC Board President Stan 
Ponstein and Governmental Affairs 
Director Deena Bosworth during the 
Legislative Reception running from 4:30 
p.m. to 6 p.m. Complimentary beverages 
and appetizers will be served.

Rogers will be honored for “continually 
(being) a strong advocate for counties 
and maintaining a great line of 
communication with MAC on any 
legislation or proposals that might affect 
counties, good or bad.

Bumstead has worked tirelessly on an important and sensitive 
issue, how to provide a tax break to military veterans while 
ensuring local governments are not financially penalized. 
Legislation he filed last year was a product of that work and a major 
advance in addressing this situation. We here at MAC are hopeful 
that the Legislature this year will enact Bumstead’s proposal.

PRESIDENT’S HOSPITALITY SUITE

MAC Board President Stan Ponstein welcomes his colleagues to 
his suite at the Radisson Hotel (Room 1128) on Tuesday night to 
catch up after a busy day of conference sessions. Complimentary 
snacks and beverages.

EXHIBITOR BINGO

Attendees could win one of two $250 cash prizes. All 
attendees will be provided an Exhibitor Bingo card. A 
completed card enters you in a MAC raffle for the prizes. The 
prizes will be announced at the end of the Wednesday morning 
Plenary Session on April 26. You must be present to win. For 
more information on exhibitor bingo, visit the Conference 
Registration Desk. Cards must be submitted by 2 p.m. on 
Tuesday, April 25.

ROGERS

BUMSTEAD

CCA GRADUATES TO BE HONORED
MAC will honor its second graduating class of the County Commissioner Academy during the conference.

County Commissioner Academy is a professional development program for commissioners 
incorporating a series of events and workshops focused on the day-to-day responsibilities of 
a Michigan county commissioner. Participants earn continuing education “hours” by attending 
designated events and workshops. “Certification” is offered at two different levels: “Certified” is 
reached at 10 hours over a two-year cycle, while “Advanced” is reached with 20 hours over a four-
year period.

ADVANCED
• Cathy Pullen, Alger
• Vaughn Begick, Bay
• Roseann Marchetti, Cass
• Joe Bonovetz, Gogebic
• William Miller, Oakland

CERTIFIED
• Jim Storey, Allegan
• Mark DeYoung, Allegan
• Gale Dugan, Allegan
• Dean Kapenga, 

Allegan
• Gary Sauer, Benzie

• Dave Vollrath, Berrien
• Julie Wuerfel, Berrien
• Rayonte Bell, Berrien
• Tom Matthew, Branch
• Randall Hazelbaker, 

Branch
• Ryan Laylin, Cass
• Dave Pohl, Clinton
• Ken Mitchell, Clinton
• Bob Showers, Clinton
• John Malnar, Delta
• Joe Stevens, Dickinson
• Neil Ahrens, Emmet

• Ellen Ellenburg, Genesee
• Karen Moore, Gladwin
• Rob Hentschel, Grand 

Traverse
• Steve Vaughn. Huron
• Stan Ponstein, Kent
• Howard Lodholtz, Lake
• Dawn Fuller, Lake
• Mike Patrick, Mackinac
• Don Brown, Macomb
• Richard Schmidt, 

Manistee
• Jeff Dontz, Manistee
• Marcia Hovey-Wright, 

Muskegon
• Chuck Trapp, Newaygo
• James Maike, Jr., 

Newaygo
• Ken DeLaat, Newaygo
• Marlene Broemer, 

Ontonagon
• Henry Mason, Otsego
• Doug Zylstra, Ottawa
• Joe Palamara, Wayne
• Melissa Daub, Wayne
• Ben Townsend, Wexford
• Julie Theobald, Wexford

THIS YEAR’S HONOREES ARE:
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Turn your dreams into a home.

For more information visit Michigan.gov/mshda ™
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CONFERENCE CHRONOLOGY

MONDAY, APRIL 24
12:00 P.M. - 5:00 P.M. 
Registration Desk Open
Radisson – Pre-function Area, 2nd floor
Snacks and beverages are available in registration area from  
12 p.m. to 3:30 p.m.

1:00 P.M. – 1:30 P.M. 
MACPAC Board Work Session 
Radisson – Regency II

1:00 P.M. – 3:00 P.M. 
MCMCFC Session: LARA Bureau of Survey and  
Certification Update
Radisson – Capitol IV 
David M. Donahue, BSN, RN | State of Michigan,  
Department of LARA, Bureau of Survey and Certification
The Michigan Department of Licensing and Regulatory 
Affairs (LARA) is responsible for establishing and maintaining 
a comprehensive system for state licensing and federal 
certification to protect the health, safety and welfare of 
individuals receiving care and services in or from health care 
providers. Licensed and certified providers must comply with 
these state and federal regulations to operate and offer services. 
This educational presentation will assist providers in a better 
understanding of the regulatory processes and changes.

2:00 P.M. – 3:00 P.M. 
MAC Session: Going Further Together: Connecting People and 
Places Through Trails
Radisson – Capitol I
Andrea LaFontaine | Michigan Trails & Greenways Alliance
As Michigan’s statewide voice for non-motorized trails, 
Michigan Trails & Greenways Alliance has a unique perspective 
of trail development and connectivity from various regions 
throughout the state. We invite you to learn about the projects 
and initiatives that we have both facilitated and participated 
in. Examples of these projects include MI Trails Southeast: 
a collaborative effort in Southeast Michigan that is working 
with a diverse group of stakeholders to prioritize projects and 
plan for regional connectivity, our recent efforts advocating 
for the funding of 35 regionally significant trail projects, or 
the wayfinding initiative that our Friends at West MI Trails are 
coordinating. While “our” trails feel local and specific to our 
own neighborhoods — they are one piece in the large puzzle of 
Michigan’s Network of Trails.

MAC Session: The Impact of Electric Vehicle Adoption on 
Road Funding in Michigan
Radisson – Capitol II
Denise Donohue & Ed Noyola | County Road Association  
of Michigan
A week after the new Michigan Legislature was seated, the 
County Road Association of Michigan (CRA) and a group 
of transportation stakeholders, including MAC, released an 
independent economic report on “The Impact of Electric Vehicle 
Adoption on Road Funding in Michigan.” The report, prepared 
by East Lansing-based Anderson Economic Group, details the 
underpayment of funds for Michigan roads and bridges by 
electric vehicles (EVs).

The report ran two scenarios showing EVs at either 15% or 25% of 
new vehicle sales by 2030. If EVs account for 25% of all new vehicle 
sales, the MTF will not receive $95M annually by 2030 and will 
have experienced nearly a half-billion-dollar cumulative loss from 
2019 to 2030. The result means that at current prices, by 2030 
county road agencies will not be able to resurface 840 miles of 
local roads  — a distance from the city of Monroe to Tahquamenon 
Falls and back again in both directions — every year.

During this session you will hear from CRA about a proposed pilot 
project — not another study — for collecting EV revenue to 
give Michigan the answers we need about a future-forward road 
funding model that fairly and fully collects road revenue from EVs.

MAC Session: Trial Court Funding 
Radisson – Capitol III
Michael Bosanac | County of Monroe
The way in which we fund our court system continues to be 
in the crosshairs of Michigan Supreme Court hearings and a 
looming statutory sunset on May 1, 2024. The Michigan Supreme 
Court may rule the funding model unconstitutional, in which 
case the state and counties must be prepared to respond 
immediately to keep courthouse doors open. A 2019 report 
by the Trial Court Funding Commission recommended short 
and long-term recommendations to reform our court funding 
model, however, little progress has been made in the wave of a 
the COVID-19 pandemic and other constitutional hurdles the 
Legislature has faced when recommending policy changes. This 
year is critical in making headway on long- lasting reform, while 
ensuring proper funding prior to the sunset expiration so our 
local courts are not financially crippled.

2:00 P.M. – 3:00 P.M. 
MACSC Board Meeting 
Radisson – Regency II

3:00 P.M. – 5:00 P.M. 
Exhibitor Setup 
Lansing Center – Banquet Rooms 1-8
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3:30 P.M. – 5:00 P.M. 
MCMCFC Session: Survey Readiness – Daily Quality 
Assurance Process 
Radisson – Capitol IV 
Vickie Burlew | Lebenbom & Rothman Consulting
Do you live in fear of “there’s a state car in the parking lot?” Are 
you surprised at the common-sense citations? In this session, 
we shift the paradigm of preparing for survey when the window 
opens. Survey readiness occurs every day with QA monitoring. 
Are you thinking daily QA is too time-consuming? Learn to 
involve front-line staff in QA. Discover how to take small bites of 
the elephant.

4:30 P.M. – 4:45 P.M. 
MAC Board Executive Committee 
Radisson - Boardroom

4:45 P.M. – 5:45 P.M. 
MAC Board of Directors Meeting 
Radisson – Capitol I

DINNER ON YOUR OWN

TUESDAY, APRIL 25, 2023
7:45 A.M. 
Registration Desk Open 
Lansing Center – Main Hall

7:45 A.M. – 9:00 A.M. 
Breakfast 
Lansing Center – Banquet Rooms 1-8

8:30 A.M. – 10:30 A.M. 
MCMCFC: Leadership Style – How Much Does It Matter? 
Lansing Center – Meeting Rooms 203/204
Vickie Burlew | Lebenbom & Rothman Consulting and Kevin 
Evans | Martha T. Berry Medical Care Facility 
In the changing world of long-term care, administrators do 
not have time to manage — they must lead with purpose. 
One must be self-aware and understand your style as the 
first step in growth. In this session, participants will be able 
to discuss leadership styles including their own. They will be 
able to evaluate positive and negative leadership traits. At the 
conclusion, they will be able to construct a self-evaluation plan 
and plan for change.

(855) 306-1099 44n.com info@44n.com

Employee Benefits.
Improving Lives.

44North.

Follow Us!

Your solution to reducing the 
cost of health care.

MICHIGAN ASSOCIATION OF COUNTIES
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CONFERENCE CHRONOLOGY

9:00 A.M. – 10:00 A.M. 
Opening Plenary 
Lansing Center – Banquet Rooms 1-8

State of MAC 
Stephan Currie | Michigan Association
of Counties
Executive Director Stephan Currie will review association 
activities over the previous seven months and detail 
upcoming initiatives, including MAC’s 125th Anniversary year.

Legislative Update
Deena Bosworth | Michigan Association
of Counties
Director of Governmental Affairs Deena Bosworth and 
her team will review progress on MAC’s 2023 legislative 
priorities in Lansing and how members can be more involved 
in MAC’s advocacy work.

National Perspective on the County Landscape 
 and Priorities
Matt Chase | National Association of Counties
Matt Chase, executive director of the National Association 
of Counties (NACo), will address the conference on the 
theme of “A National Perspective on the County
Landscape and Priorities.”

10:00 A.M. – 10:45 A.M. 
Networking with Exhibitors 
Lansing Center – Banquet Room 1-8

10:45 A.M. – 11:45 A.M. 
MAC & MCMCFC Joint Session: Opioid Funding from the 
National Settlement 
Lansing Center – Meeting Rooms 101/102
Amy Dolinky | Michigan Association of Counties and  
Matt Walker | Michigan Department of Attorney General
After years of complex state and local litigation against the three 
largest pharmaceutical distributors and manufacturers, counties 
have begun to receive their first settlement distributions. This 
presentation will focus on understanding that settlement 
landscape in Michigan and highlight allowable uses, principles for 
spending, ideal processes for planning and investing as well as 
available tools and resources to assist throughout this process.

MAC SESSION: Land Banks 
Lansing Center – Meeting Rooms 103/104
Emily Doerr | State Land Bank Authority
Every single county in Michigan can benefit from land bank tools 
and remember: if your county hasn’t created its own county land 
bank, that’s totally okay – the State Land Bank Authority (SLBA) 
is your land bank partner!! Emily Doerr, Executive Director of the 
State Land Bank Authority, will share how her team supports 
both economic development as well as the development of 

housing that is attainably priced for moderate-income households 
(sometimes referred to as “workforce housing”) in counties around 
the state. This can be through the SLBA engaging directly with 
developers in counties without county land banks or her team 
coordinates with the county land bank — both have multiple case 
studies from around the state that Emily will discuss.

MAC SESSION: Effective Meetings with Robert’s Rules of 
Order Newly Revised 
Lansing Center – Meeting Room 201
Julie Pioch | Michigan State University Extension
Effective meetings start with an understanding of the rules 
and customs that govern a deliberative assembly; therefore, 
the workshop will start with a review of the hierarchy of 
rules that govern county boards including the parliamentary 
authority (Robert’s Rules of Order Newly Revised) and the role 
that customs play in dominating a group’s meeting practices. 
The balance of the workshop will include an overview of 
parliamentary principles and roles of members in maintaining 
those principles; steps to making a motion and a short 
discussion of other commonly used motions that help keep 
business moving in a meeting.

11:45 A.M. – 1:15 P.M. 
Lunch with Plenary 
Lansing Center – Banquet Rooms 1-8

Michigan Budget Update
Chris Harkins | State of Michigan Budget Office 
State Budget Director Chris Harkins will review the current 
status of Michigan’s finances and the potential effects on 
county-related programs. He also will be taking questions 
from MAC’s advocacy staff and from the conference 
audience.

1:15 P.M. – 2:00 P.M.
Networking with Exhibitors
Lansing Center – Banquet Rooms 1-8

2:00 P.M. – 3:00 P.M. 
MAC SESSION: Juvenile Justice Reform and Funding
Lansing Center – Meeting Rooms 101/102
Elizabeth Hertel | Director, Michigan Department of Health and 
Human Services
Michigan’s juvenile justice system is in crisis. Bed shortages, a 
lack of facilities, staffing shortages, and several other factors 
have led to critical insufficiencies of resources to those in 
the juvenile justice system. The Michigan Task Force on 
Juvenile Justice Reform provided its recommendations to the 
legislature in 2019, and work is in progress to implement those 
recommendations this legislative term. The Department of 
Health and Human Services, along with the legislature and 
other stakeholders, are working diligently to craft legislation and 
provide adequate funding for juvenile justice services.
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We’re building a path 
to a better future.

We’ve set new environmental 
and social goals, and we’re 
serious about achieving them.

We’ve always been a forward-thinking company, focusing on the 
changes we can make today so tomorrow is better for everyone. 
That’s why we’re committing to net-zero emissions by 2050.

A brighter future also means building a workplace where everyone 
is included. We’re elevating our diversity efforts, with a focus on 
increasing representation of women, Black and Indigenous 
people and other groups throughout our organization.

How are we holding ourselves accountable? By tying our 
compensation directly to our progress on these goals.

Our commitment extends to the work we’re doing to protect the 
environment here in Michigan, by replacing the Line 5 pipelines in  
the Straits of Mackinac inside a new tunnel, buried deep below  
the lakebed.

We are Enbridge—North America’s largest energy infrastructure 
company—and we believe when the energy you invest in life meets 
the energy we deliver, a brighter future happens.

Learn more at Enbridge.com/ESGgoals.
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MAC SESSION: Michigan’s Overlapping Property Tax 
Limitations Create an Unsustainable Municipal  
Finance System 
Lansing Center – Meeting Rooms 103/104
Eric Lupher | Citizens Research Council of Michigan
Michigan has property tax limitations that are among the 
strictest of the states. The Citizens Research Council assessed 
how the limitations have affected the ability to fund municipal 
services. In a nutshell: The property tax system is not 
sustainable. Local government tax revenues are constrained 
in their growth unless they add new development to their 
tax bases or increase tax rates. Land cannot continue to 
be developed indefinitely. Local government officials have 
responded to Michigan’s tax limitations by seeking, and often 
receiving, increases in tax rates. From 2004 to 2020, the average 
county tax rate increased 17 percent. But tax rates also are 
limited. Local governments need revenue that can grow with 
their economies.

State policymakers must address the root problem — Michigan 
depends too heavily on the local property tax to fund local 
government services. A municipal finance system with a robust 
revenue sharing program and/or alternative tax options could 
ease the burden on the property tax.

MAC SESSION: Property Tax Lawsuits
Lansing Center – Meeting Room 201
Ted Seitz | Dykema
Foreclosure lawsuits have swept the county in recent years. 
From the Michigan Supreme Court to Federal District Courts, 
States across the county are facing challenges to their property 
tax foreclosure laws. This session will focus on the cases that 
affect how counties handle foreclosures, the current state of the 
law and the potential threats to our laws should decisions be 
made on the federal level.

MCMCFC SESSION: Freedom of Information Act (FOIA)
Lansing Center – Meeting Rooms 203/204
Steve Girard | Warner Norcross + Judd LLP
Participants will learn what the Michigan Freedom of Information 
Act (FOIA) requires of “public bodies,” including publicly owned 
health care facilities. We define for you exactly what is a “public 
body” — which are subject to FOIA and which are not. We 
discuss how to respond to a request including what records are 
subject to the law, how to send the information, the time frame 
to respond and the fees that may be charged. We conclude with 
how to address an appeal after denying a request.

3:15 P.M. – 3:45 P.M.
MAC Elections
Lansing Center – various rooms
Fourteen county commissioners from across Michigan have filed 
to fill five vacant board seats on the MAC Board of Directors in 
elections to be held at the 2023 Legislative Conference. In these 
elections, the following caucuses will meet:

• Region II meets in Room 201
• Region III meets in Room 101
• Region IV meets in Room 102
• Region V meets in Room 103
• Region VI meets in Room 104

Consult the MAC website for more information on the 
candidates.

3:15 P.M. – 4:15 P.M. 
MCMCFC Lobby 101 
Lansing Center – Meeting Rooms 203/204
Don Haney | Michigan County Medical Care Facilities Council
Participants will learn how to effectively lobby with their state 
and national representatives in Lansing and Washington, D.C., to 
to share our industry challenges and needs from the government 
and proposed legislation.

4:30 P.M. – 6:00 P.M. 
Legislative Networking Reception 
Radisson – Ballroom
State Rep. Julie Rogers, a former MAC Board director, and  
Sen. Jon Bumstead will be honored with MAC County Advocate 
Awards for their work in 2022 at this reception, open to all 
conference attendees and with complimentary beverages and 
appetizers.

DINNER ON YOUR OWN

8:00 PM - 10:00 PM
President’s Hospitality Suite
Radisson - Room 1128
MAC Board President Stan Ponstein welcomes his colleagues 
to his suite at the Radisson Hotel on Tuesday night to catch up 
after a busy day of conference sessions. Complimentary snacks 
and beverages.

FOLLOW MAC ON SOCIAL MEDIA!

facebook.com/ 
MIcounties

twitter.com/ 
MIcounties

instagram.com/ 
micounties
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WEDNESDAY, APRIL 26, 2023
7:30 A.M.
Registration Desk Open
Lansing Center – Main Hall

7:30 A.M. – 8:45 A.M.
Breakfast
Lansing Center – Banquet Rooms 1-8

8:00 A.M. – 9:30 A.M.
MCMCFC Board Meeting
Lansing Center – Meeting Rooms 203/204

8:45 A.M. – 9:45 A.M.
Plenary – Michigan Legislative Leadership
Lansing Center – Banquet Rooms 1-8
The leaders of the majority and minority parties in both 
chambers of the Michigan Legislature will join MAC for a 
discussion on their priorities and what has changed in Lansing 
since Democrats gained the majority in the House and Senate 
for the first time in 40 years. They also will be asked for their 
views on a variety of county priorities in 2023. The discussion 

will be moderated by Deena Bosworth, MAC’s director of 
governmental affairs. The panel consists of:

• House Speaker Joe Tate, D-Wayne
• House Minority Floor Leader Bryan Posthumus, R-Kent
• Senate Majority Leader Winnie Brinks, D-Kent
• Senate Minority Leader Aric Nesbitt, R-Cass

9:45 A.M. – 10:45 A.M.
MAC & MCMCFC Joint Session: Human Trafficking: Genesee 
County’s G.H.O.S.T. Program 
Lansing Center – Meeting Rooms 101/102
Sheriff Chris Swanson | Office of Genesee County Sheriff
G.H.O.S.T., the Genesee Human Oppression Strike Team, 
is spearheaded by Genesee County Sheriff Chris Swanson. 
G.H.O.S.T. has been highly successful in performing human 
trafficking rescue operations throughout the state. The 
G.H.O.S.T. model has been reviewed by numerous local 
departments across Michigan and has worked with over half of 
Michigan’s County Sheriff’s departments. G.H.O.S.T. also offers 
an online certification for members of the public to become a 
certified member of the G.H.O.S.T. team, providing community 
members with opportunities to access free human trafficking 
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forward-thinking technology, 
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transparency. 
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education. These educational opportunities better equip our 
communities to identify the signs of human trafficking predators 
and victims. Sheriff Swanson has had continued success in 
his goal to garner community involvement alongside law 
enforcement to combat human trafficking in Michigan.
 
MAC SESSION: Dams | Lansing Center
Lansing Center - Meeting Rooms 103/104
Steve Roznowski | Spicer Group
Dams across Michigan have been a topic of major discussion 
since the breach of the Edenville and Sanford dams in 2020. 
How many other dams are in danger of a breach? How does the 
State evaluate these dams, their varying degree of disrepair and 
their potential effects should the dam fail? This panel session will 
discuss the categorization of the dams, the role counties play 
and the outlook for the future of the surrounding properties and 
communities.

MAC SESSION: Small Business Association of Michigan 
(SBAM) and Placemaking
Lansing Center – Meeting Room 201
Brian Calley | Small Business Association of Michigan
SBAM’s legislative agenda centers around the interdependence 
of small business, people, and place. We know that each 
community across Michigan is reliant on small businesses to 

remain thriving. Our small businesses rely on people with the 
right skills to meet demand. And people need communities that 
are growing and presenting opportunities to them.

Our small business owners live and work in their communities. 
They rely on those communities to thrive. Placemaking is 
essential to attract and retain talent here in Michigan. Our 
holistic approach includes items like economic development, 
education, transportation and infrastructure and childcare, 
and how each component works to foster an environment for 
second-stage business growth.

10:45 A.M. – 11:00 A.M.
Boxed Lunch Pick-up
Lansing Center
Pick up boxed lunch outside breakout rooms.

10:45 A.M. – 11:30 A.M.
Swearing-in of MAC Board Members
Lansing Center - Meeting Rooms 101/102

11:00 A.M. – 11:30 A.M.
MCMCFC Committee Meeting – Program & Quality
Lansing Center - Meeting Rooms 203/204

CONFERENCE CHRONOLOGY
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*Denotes MCMCFC event speaker

Michael G. Bosanac
Michael Bosanac is the Administrator/Chief Financial Officer for 
the County of Monroe. In his role, he is the chief administrative 
officer of the County and carries out the policies and 
directives of the governing board. One of the most important 
responsibilities is the financial management of the County. He 
also provides day-to-day leadership and long-term strategic 
planning of the organization. He has held several different 
administrative and leadership positions throughout his 38 years 
of public service with the County.

Michael’s leadership extends beyond the County. He is chairman 
of the Board of Directors for the Michigan Municipal Risk 
Management Authority (MMRMA) a group self-insured public 
entity pool serving 426 Michigan municipalities in the property 
and casualty insurance field. He is currently serving his 12th 
consecutive term as chairman. The MMRMA is a nationally 
recognized leader in the public entity risk pooling industry. He 
has also served as the chairman of the Board of Managers of 
Greenstone Insurance Company, a wholly owned captive of the 
MMRMA. He is the vice president of the Michigan Association of 
County Administrative Officers.

In 2017, Gov. Rick Snyder appointed Michael to the Michigan 
Trial Court Funding Commission as one of 14 appointees to 
review and recommend changes to the trial court funding 
system. That work continues.

Michael holds a bachelor’s degree in business administration 
from Adrian College and a master’s degree in public 
administration from the University of Toledo.

Deena Bosworth
Deena Bosworth joined MAC in 2011 and became director of 
governmental affairs in December 2013. Bosworth previously 
served as director of legislative relations for the Michigan 
Attorney General’s Office, as assistant county administrator with 
the Charlotte County Board of Commissioners in Florida and 
as legislative director and senior policy adviser for the Michigan 
House Republican Caucus. She has a bachelor’s degree in 
anthropology from Western Michigan University.

Vickie Burlew*
Vickie Burlew is a mentor and coach to LTC facilities in the area 
of regulatory and clinical care. She advocates for the homes and 
their residents, believing that providing person-directed care is 
the road to compliance. Currently she is employed by Lebenbom 
& Rothman Consulting working with you for the best outcomes 
for your elders.

Brian Calley
Brian Calley is a collaborative leader who combines the skills 
from an accomplished private sector career with an extensive 
record of public service and a reputation for getting things done. 
He is passionate about making the world work better for all 
people and uses an inclusive problem-solving approach to make 
a difference.

As president and CEO of the Small Business Association of 
Michigan, Brian is able to put his passion for Michigan’s small 
businesses to work. He serves as a director of a publicly traded 
community bank, and as a Trustee of Oakland University. 
Additionally, he sits on various boards, including Special 
Olympics Michigan, Sparrow Health System, Disability Rights 
Michigan, and the Autism Alliance of Michigan.

Calley had the honor of serving as Michigan’s 63rd Lieutenant 
Governor from 2011-2018. Prior to that, Calley served two 
terms in the Michigan House of Representatives, two terms as 
an Ionia County commissioner and worked for over a decade 
in community banking. He holds a BA from Michigan State 
University, an MBA from Grand Valley State University and an 
MPA from Harvard University.

Matthew D. Chase
Matthew D. Chase has served as the chief executive officer 
(CEO) of the National Association of Counties (NACo) since 
September 2012. As the CEO, he is responsible for the overall 
management of the only national association representing 
America’s 3,069 county governments, with a national footprint 
of nearly 40,000 elected officials, 3.6 million county employees 
and more than $660 billion in annual public sector investments.

Previously, Matt served nearly a decade as executive director 
of the National Association of Development Organizations 
(NADO), representing local government-based regional planning 
and development organizations. He is a graduate of Hartwick 
College in Otsego County, New York, and holds a master’s 
degree in political management from George Washington 
University (GWU) in Washington, D.C. He currently serves on 
the board of advisors for GWU’s Graduate School of Political 
Management. He is a fellow for the National Academy of Public 
Administration. He was also a founding board member of Vets’ 
Community Connections.

Matt was raised in Warren and Washington counties in Upstate 
New York. Matt was introduced to county government by his 
stepfather who held two elective offices in Washington County: 
district attorney and judge.
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At Blue Cross, we know you want the best for your employees. That’s why we offer plans designed to f it any budget, and coverage you can use almost anywhere.
With benef its that cover pharmacy, dental, vision, mental health and no-cost programs for you and your employees, Blue Cross adds up to smarter care and better coverage. 

Attracting the best talent means having the best benef its. 
Please contact the MAC Service Corporation at 800-258-1152 or a Blues-contracted agent for more information on plans available to MAC members.

Blue Cross Blue Shield of Michigan and Blue Care Network are nonprof it corporations and independent licensees of the Blue Cross and Blue Shield Association.
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Stephan Currie
Stephan Currie is the Michigan Association of Counties’ fourth 
executive director since 1968.

Currie began his service at MAC as deputy director in 2011. As 
deputy director, Currie led MAC’s daily operations, plus spurred 
new initiatives such as CoPro+, a collaborative purchasing 
program for public entities. As executive director, Currie 
leads various strategic initiatives for both MAC and the MAC 
Service Corporation and remains in a leadership role with the 
CoPro+ program. In September 2017, Currie was named the 
Strategic Association Leader for 2017 by the Michigan Society of 
Association Executives.

Prior to joining MAC, Currie was operations manager at Comfort 
Research in Grand Rapids. He graduated from Hope College 
with a degree in business administration and has an MBA from 
Michigan State University.

Amy Dolinky
Amy Dolinky joined MAC in 2022 as the Technical Adviser, 
Opioid Settlement Funds Planning and Capacity Building.

Prior to joining MAC, she served as a Senior Program Manager, 
Overdose Data to Action with the CDC Foundation and as the 
Senior Adviser of Michigan’s Opioid Strategy with the Michigan 
Department of Health and Human Services. Previously, Dolinky 
served as the Substance Misuse Response Coordinator, leading 
strategic planning around substance use with Knox County 
government in Tennessee.

She holds a master’s degree in public policy and administration 
with a focus on global health from Northwestern University and 
a bachelor’s degree in criminal justice from Loyola University 
New Orleans.

Emily Doerr
Emily Doerr has served as executive director of the Michigan 
State Land Bank Authority since October 2020 after serving in 
various community and economic development and real estate 
development positions around the state since 2007. She also 
serves on the board of the McFarlan Senior Housing Corporation 
in Flint and two in Detroit (Hostel Detroit, which she founded in 
2011 and for the Center for Social Entrepreneurship at University 
of Detroit Mercy, which is where she earned her MBA in 2012). 
In her “free time,” she runs Flint City Bike Tours to showcase 
cultural, historical, and geographic assets of Flint. She is very 
honored to serve Michigan’s land bank community and excited 
by the opportunities for attainable housing development by 
communities through partnering with the State Land Bank or 
their county land bank.

David M. Donahue*
David Donahue worked in intensive care units prior to joining 
the state of Michigan in 2012. At the state, he started as a 
surveyor in the complaints unit until that unit was combined 
with “Annual Surveys. He was a survey manager for little more 
than two years before being promoted to his current position as 
LTC Division director. He is a veteran of the U.S. Air Force and 
Air Force Reserve. He has a bachelor’s degree in nursing from 
Wright State University.

Denise Donohue
Denise Donohue joined County Road Association of Michigan 
(CRA) as the director in 2013. She came to CRA with nine years 
of association management experience, and 14 years in three 
different departments of Michigan state government. She holds 
BS and MA degrees from Michigan State University and is 
accredited in public relations and association management.

Kevin Evans*
Kevin Evans brings 30 years of health care, hospitality and 
regulatory experience as well as observations and insights from 
serving hundreds of workplaces in various capacities to this 
session. He has seen businesses falter when strong leaders left 
without a plan for succession or transition.

Steve Girard*
Steve Girard is a partner with the law firm of Warner Norcross 
+ Judd. His clients are predominantly governmental entities 
and health care facilities. He focuses on educating public board 
members on their legal fiduciary responsibilities and facilitating 
administration and leadership in operationalizing state and 
federal laws.

Donald Haney*
Donald Haney has lobbied at both the state and federal 
levels for the Medical Group Management Association, the 
Kent Intermediate Association of School Boards and now for 
MCMCFC and NACHFa. He has been lobbying for more than 20 
years and was an elected school board member for over 18 years.

Chris Harkins
Chris Harkins is state budget director. He is responsible for 
coordinating all aspects of the state’s $70 billion budget and 
oversees CEPI, OFM, OIAS and SIGMA.

Prior to serving in the State Budget Office (SBO), Harkins 
served as director of the Michigan Senate Fiscal Agency, where 
he managed the agency and its staff and ensured that the 
informational and fiscal needs of the members of the Michigan 
Senate were met. He also worked at Jackson National Life as a 
senior policy adviser and spent the preceding decade employed 
in various roles in state government, most recently within SBO 
where he served as director of OHHS.
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Elizabeth Hertel
Elizabeth Hertel is the director of the Michigan Department 
of Health and Human Services (MDHHS). Previously, she 
was senior chief deputy director for administration, where 
she oversaw external relations and communications, financial 
operations administration, legislative services, legal affairs, 
policy & planning, strategic integration, organizational services, 
workforce engagement and community and faith engagement.

Hertel joined the Michigan Department of Community 
Health (MDCH) in 2013 as the senior assistant for policy and 
planning, and in February 2014, was appointed director of Policy 
and Planning. Following the merger of the Departments of 
Community Health and Human Services into MDHHS in 2015, 
Hertel served as senior deputy director for policy, planning 
and legislative services. In October 2016, she left that position 
to serve as director of Michigan advocacy for Trinity Health 
and returned to MDHHS as chief deputy for administration in 
February 2019.

Prior to joining MDCH, Hertel worked as a senior adviser for 
health policy in the state House Republican Policy Office and 
as a legislative assistant to state Rep. Bruce Caswell. She began 
her tenure in the House in 2005. In 2010, she worked as a 
consultant with Public Sector Consultants and then as a policy 
analyst at Blue Cross Blue Shield. She returned to the House in 
2011.

Andrea LaFontaine
As a collaborator experienced in local, county and state 
government, Andrea’s background in policy, administration and 
trail building poise Michigan Trails for the future. She has built 
new partnerships and fostered relationships with communities, 
businesses, local trail managers and users while encouraging 
collaboration for the advancement of trail networks throughout 
Michigan.

Prior to working for MTGA, Andrea spent two years in the 
Executive Division at the Michigan Department of Natural 
Resources. She came to the Executive Division after serving 
three consecutive terms representing the former 32nd District in 
the Michigan House of Representatives.

She holds bachelor’s and master’s degrees from Central Michigan 
University.

Eric Lupher
Eric Lupher is president of the Citizens Research Council of 
Michigan, an organization of Michigan citizens founded in 1916 
to devote continuing attention to state and local government 
affairs. For more than 100 years, the goal of the Citizens 
Research Council has been to provide tools to the citizens of 
Michigan to secure good state and local government. Through 
its research and publications, the Citizens Research Council 

provides an independent, nonpartisan, and objective source of 
factual information on state and local policy issues.

Eric Lupher has been president of the organization since 2014. 
He has been with the council since 1987, the first two years as 
an intern in the Lent Upson-Loren Miller Fellowship Program, 
and since then as a research associate, director of local affairs, 
and now president of the organization. During this span, he 
has done studies on many different state and local government 
policy issues. Much of his work over the past couple of years has 
concentrated on local government issues, including government 
finance, organization, service provision, and the consolidation of 
local governments.

He has served in leadership positions with the Governmental 
Research Association and the Governmental Accounting 
Standards Advisory Council (GASAC), an advisory body for the 
Governmental Accounting Standards Board (GASB), representing 
the user community on behalf of the Governmental Research 
Association. He received a bachelor’s degree from Michigan 
State University and a master’s degree in public administration 
from Wayne State University.

Ed Noyola
Ed Noyola has been with County Road Association of Michigan 
(CRA) for 18 years, serving as lead lobbyist and chief deputy 
director.

Prior to joining CRA, Ed spent two years at the Michigan Asphalt 
Paving Association and 27 years at the Michigan Department 
of Transportation in property acquisition and as legislative 
liaison. He knows more about road funding and Michigan’s 
infrastructure system than anyone else in Michigan.

Julie Pioch
Julie Pioch is a district director for Michigan State University 
Extension in Southwest Michigan and has been working with 
community leaders for almost 30 years. She is a professional 
registered parliamentarian with the National Association of 
Parliamentarians and has many years of experience serving on 
elected and appointed governing boards as well as in leadership 
roles with nonprofit organizations.

Steve Roznowski
Steve Roznowski is a principal and project engineer with Spicer 
Group. He began as design engineer in the Water Resources 
Group in 2010. From there, he was promoted to project engineer 
and then project manager. He became an associate at Spicer 
Group in 2013, a senior associate in 2016 and a shareholder 
in the company in 2018. He continues to serve clients from 
Spicer’s Dundee office. He is a licensed professional engineer 
in both Michigan and Ohio and holds a bachelor’s degree in 
civil engineering from Michigan Technological University and a 
master’s in civil engineering from Colorado State University.
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Give us a call today at 800-336-2018 or visit www.micounties.org to find out more!

OUR PARTNERS INCLUDE:

110 W. Michigan Ave., Suite 200, Lansing, MI 48933
Phone: 800-336-2018 | Fax: 517-482-8244 | www.micounties.org

Your county’s membership with Michigan 
Association of Counties enables you to take 
advantage of the following programs and 

services to save you money.SERVICE CORPORATIONSERVICE CORPORATION

• Workers’ Compensation Insurance
• Deferred Compensation Plans
• Life Insurance & Disability Benefits
• Grant Services
• Employee Benefits Programs
• Health Insurance Administration
• COBRA Administration and Billing
• Procurement Services
• Employee Support Program for  

High-deductible Health Plans
• Telecommunication Services and Bill Analysis

Ted Seitz
For nearly 20 years, Ted Seitz has been a member of Dykema’s 
consumer finance litigation, appellate, and class action teams. 
Ted has been admitted, appeared and acted as lead trial and 
appellate counsel in state and federal courts across the country. 
He also regularly appears before administrative agencies and in 
mediation, arbitration, and other ADR proceedings.

He represents public corporations, middle-market corporations, 
and non-profit foundations in a variety of commercial disputes. 
In the past few years, Ted has developed a pro bono practice 
devoted to public policy, social justice, and prisoners’ rights 
issues, where he has also been a court-appointed mediator.

Chris Swanson
Genesee County Sheriff Chris Swanson is a career police officer 
with experience spanning nearly three decades, serving in a 
variety of positions, including corrections, patrol, narcotics, 
criminal investigation, death investigation, human trafficking 

investigation and command operations. Swanson oversees the 
fifth-largest Sheriff’s Office in Michigan and is responsible for 
creating multiple programs that benefit the Genesee County 
population.

Matthew Walker
Matthew Walker joined the Michigan Department of Attorney 
General in 2019. He currently serves as assistant attorney 
general in the Corporate Oversight Division. Walker’s work 
specializes in opioids and antitrust matters. Walker is a graduate 
from Michigan State University Law School. Prior to his work in 
the Attorney General’s Office, he has experience working as a 
law clerk in the 30th Circuit Court and as a forms and resource 
analyst with the Michigan State Court Administrative Office.
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123NET
www.123.net
123.Net, Inc. (123NET) is a privately owned company 
headquartered in Southfield. The company delivers high-quality 
fiber internet, colocation, and business voice services. In 2021, 
123NET also started bringing the fastest Fiber to the Home 
solutions to Michigan residents.

44NORTH
www.44n.com
Serving organizations statewide, 44North specializes in group 
employee health benefits and is one of the state’s only dually 
licensed third party administrators and brokers providing 24/7 
service to all of our clients. 44North strives to improve lives while 
challenging the status quo to reduce the health costs.

ABILITA
www.abilita.com
You need more than phone and internet services. Today, Counties 
need a communications technology strategy. 

• Are you overpaying for your telecom services – voice, 
data, wireless?

• Is your team frustrated with an outdated “cookie-cutter” 
system?

• Does your County need a communications technology 
upgrade to improve capacity, reliability, and security? 

As independent advisers, Abilita helps clients find the right 
solution, from the right providers, at the right price.

ACD.NET
www.ACD.net
For decades, ACD has been a leading internet service provider for 
providing fiber coverage and hosted services across Michigan.

ALLPAID (formerly GovPayNet) 
www.allpaid.com
AllPaid, formerly GovPayNet, is a secure, single-source payments 
platform that unlocks efficiencies for citizens and governments, 
guaranteeing confidence at all touchpoints. AllPaid provides 
payment services to more than 3,800 agencies across the U.S. 
Our turnkey platform takes the hassle and expense away from 
government and delivers a convenient, multi-channel payment 
experience for its citizens – from traffic citations and child support 
to taxes and permits. AllPaid has been focused on public sector 
payments for more than 26 years and has become a leading 
provider for every type of government payment.

BLUE CROSS BLUE SHIELD OF MICHIGAN
www.bcbsm.com
Blue Cross Blue Shield of Michigan is an independent licensee 
of the Blue Cross and Blue Shield Association. We’re the largest 
health insurer in Michigan, serving 4.5 million people here and 1.6 
million more in other states. And we have the largest network of 
doctors and hospitals in Michigan: 152 hospitals and more than 

33,000 doctors. We commit to being our members’ trusted partner 
by providing affordable, innovative products that improve their 
care and health.

BROWN & BROWN
www.bbinsurance.com
Brown & Brown’s Employee Benefits specialists make your people 
our business. Drawing on our experience across all industries, we 
develop comprehensive benefit programs that help recruit and 
retain talent, manage rising health care costs, elevate benefit 
communications and related technology, and align strategies to 
support your organizational goals.

BYCE & ASSOCIATES, INC. / SECURITECTURE
www.byce.com
Byce & Associates, Inc. and Securitecture offer consulting engineer 
and architectural services including civil, structural, mechanical, 
electrical, architectural, interior design, master planning, justice 
planning, security consulting, and building commissioning.  Let us 
show you how we put our experienced team to work for building 
and planning solutions.
 
CLARK CONSTRUCTION COMPANY
www.clarkcc.com
For over six decades, Clark Construction Company has been at the 
forefront of successful planning and construction of government 
projects. We understand the unique challenges faced by public 
entities, including the need to build high-quality facilities at a 
reasonable cost, gaining support from constituents, and effectively 
communicating with elected officials and the public.

CONSUMERS ENERGY
www.cmsenergy.com
We’re one of the nation’s largest combination electric and natural 
gas companies. Our goal is making Michigan’s energy future even 
brighter.

COPRO+
www.coproplus.com
CoPro+ is a program that provides public entities with the 
opportunity to collaboratively procure valuable goods and services 
at competitive prices. CoPro+ is a time- and cost-saving program. It 
offers strong collaboration between the private and public sector, 
allowing the program to save your organization valuable dollars. The 
collaborative procurement program provides your organization with 
assistance in every phase of the procurement process.

ENBRIDGE ENERGY
www.enbridge.com
Enbridge Inc. is a multinational pipeline and energy company that 
owns and operates pipelines throughout Canada and the United 
States, transporting crude oil, natural gas, and natural gas liquids. 
Enbridge’s pipeline system is the longest in North America and the 
largest oil export pipeline network in the world.



25April 24-26, 2023 • Radisson/Lansing Center

Y O U R  S M AL L C H A N G E S  C A N  H AV E  A B I G  I M P A C T.  

T O G E T H ER ,  W E  C A N  M O V E  T O WA R D  C L E A N  E N E R G Y  

A N D  B E C O M E  A F O R C E  O F  C H A N G E  F O R  M I C H I G A N .  

C O N S U M E R S E N E R G Y . C O M / C H A N G E

C H A N G E  I S :

B I G

S M A L L

S M A R T

E V O L V I N G

©2021 Consumers Energy



26 Michigan Counties 2023 Legislative Conference

CONFERENCE EXHIBITORS

GALLAGHER
www.ajg.com
For more than 90 years, Gallagher has provided insurance, risk 
management and consulting services to businesses, communities 
and people around the globe, so you can protect what matters 
most. We live a culture defined by The Gallagher Way, our set of 
shared values and guiding tenets. A culture driven by our people, 
over 30,000 strong, serving our clients with customized solutions 
that will protect them and fuel their futures. Around the globe and 
across a full spectrum of services.

HPS
www.hpsgpo.com
HPS is a group purchasing organization that serves the needs of 
nearly 4,370 Members in 33 states. Member-owned and -operated 
for over 70 years now, our core membership base is made up of 
organizations that have a direct impact on the communities they 
serve, from schools to senior living facilities to hospitals and many 
more. Our members have access to more than 150 contracts 
through which they can purchase essentially everything they need 
to run their operation.

INDIVIOR
www.sublocade.com
Indivior is a global pharmaceutical company working to help 
change patients’ lives by developing medicines to treat substance 
use disorders (SUD) and serious mental illnesses. Our vision is that 
all patients around the world will have access to evidence-based 
treatment for the chronic conditions and co-occurring disorders 
of SUD.

ITC MICHIGAN
www.itc-holdings.com
ITC Michigan owns and operates high-voltage electric powerlines 
and substations, commonly referred to as the Greater Grid. Our 
purpose is to move electricity from where it’s generated to where 
it’s needed. With our sole focus on transmission infrastructure, 
ITC Michigan has unmatched expertise and a commitment to 
partnering with those involved in transmission projects, including 
community leaders, local utilities, municipal power providers and 
rural electric cooperatives.

JOHNSON CONTROLS
www.jci.com
Johnson Controls offers a means to fund and implement facilities 
improvements. We can use guaranteed energy and operational 
savings to pay for upgrades, resulting in no budget increase. 
Johnson controls will identify savings and facilities improvement 
measures. We will then provide the funding, engineering, and 
construction while guaranteeing the project cost and savings. Our 
work has provided proven results in lowering costs and improving 
operations for many Michigan counties.

KARHU CYBER
www.karhucyber.com
Karhu Cyber is a Managed Security Service Provider built to help 
our customers achieve peace of mind. We deliver comprehensive 
and customized cybersecurity solutions that reduce risk, improve 
compliance, and protect against cyber threats.

LEAN & GREEN MICHIGAN
www.leanandgreenmi.com
PACE is a financing tool that enables cashflow positive investment 
in comprehensive energy efficiency, water efficiency and renewable 
energy projects. By financing such projects through PACE, 
commercial property owners can eliminate the need for upfront 
capital and spread the costs over up to 25 years so that the savings 
generated from the project are greater than the annual PACE loan 
repayment.

MAXIMUS, INC.
www.maximus.com
Maximus offers cost allocation plans, cost-of service/user fee 
analysis and child support financial management.

MEDICAL EXAMINER GROUP
www.medicalexaminergroup.com
We have more than 25 years of compassion and quality 
managing every aspect of the M.E. Department. We have 
successfully integrated our infrastructure into 14 Michigan 
counties thus far. Law Enforcement and prosecutors appreciate 
the high level of nationally recognized training the in-county 
investigators receive monthly. 

MICHIGAN MUNICIPAL RISK MANAGEMENT 
AUTHORITY
www.mmrma.org
Michigan Municipal Risk Management Authority is a public entity 
self-insurance pool that provides liability and property coverage to 
municipal governmental entities across Michigan.

MICHIGAN STATE HOUSING DEVELOPMENT 
AUTHORITY
www.michigan.gov/mshda
The Michigan State Housing Development Authority (MSHDA) 
provides financial and technical assistance through public and 
private partnerships to create and preserve safe and decent 
affordable housing, engage in community economic development 
activities, develop vibrant cities, towns and villages, and address 
homeless issues. MSHDA’s loans and operating expenses are 
financed through the sale of tax-exempt and taxable bonds and 
notes to private investors, not from state tax.



 

 

 

  

Registered Municipal Advisors with the Security and Exchange Commission (the 
“SEC”) and the Municipal Securities Rulemaking Board (the “MSRB”) offering 

professional expertise in the following areas: 

Capital Improvement Project Financing 

Continuing Disclosure Services 

Official Statement Preparation 

Rating Agency Preparation  

Refunding Analyses 

Serving municipal bond issuers for over 45 years 
 
 
 
 
 

info@bendzinski.com ● (313) 961-8222 ● www.bendzinski.com 
17000 Kercheval Ave., Suite 230, Grosse Pointe, Michigan 48230 

 

Bobby Bendzinski, President   Stephen Hayduk, Vice President 
313-961-8222 Ext. 1    313-961-8222 Ext. 2 
rbendzinski@bendzinski.com   shayduk@bendzinski.com 
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MICHIGAN STATE INDUSTRIES
www.michigan.gov/msi
Michigan State Industries provides real-world opportunities and 
work skills training to Michigan adults in custody. MSI offers 
quality-made products and services such as hospital mattresses, 
janitorial chemicals, safety apparel, maintenance wear, interior / 
exterior signage, sign recycling, printing services, laundry services, 
scrubs, pajamas, footwear, coats, jumpsuits, decals and a host of 
other products for nonprofit agencies. 

MICHIGAN STATE UNIVERSITY EXTENSION
www.msue.msu.edu
Michigan State University Extension provides research-based 
education programs designed to address community, family and 
industry needs in agriculture, natural resources, families, youth and 
community/economic development and enhance the quality of 
life for Michigan residents. In addition, MSU Extension provides 
a number of educational programs that are focused on county 
government such as New Commissioner School, and others for 
broader local government audiences. 

MUNICIPAL EMPLOYEES’ RETIREMENT SYSTEM 
OF MICHIGAN
www.mersofmich.com
The Municipal Employees’ Retirement System (MERS) of Michigan 
is an independent, professional retirement services company that 
was created to administer retirement plans for Michigan’s local 
units of government on a not-for-profit basis. Our robust platform 
of services includes retirement plans, strategies for managing other 
post-employment benefits (OPEB), investment services, and group 
life and disability insurance.

NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF COUNTIES
www.naco.org
The National Association of Counties (NACo) provides members 
with a united, non-partisan voice in Washington to drive federal 
policy that supports counties and fights unfunded mandates. 
Membership in NACo also delivers value to county officials and 
staff through countless networking opportunities, leadership 
experiences, county-specific research and cost-saving solutions.

PENINSULA FIBER NETWORK
www.pfnllc.net
Peninsula Fiber Network is a telecommunications carrier that 
provides telecommunications, transport and broadband services 
for governments, businesses, and other telecommunication 
companies. We are also proud to partner with the public safety 
community to provide Next Generation 911 services (NG911) in 
Michigan and Wisconsin. Our secure, redundant fiber network 
extends through Michigan, Northern Wisconsin and into Canada

PUBLIC AGENCY RETIREMENT SERVICES
www.pars.org
Public Agency Retirement Services (PARS) designs and administers 
innovative retirement trust and plan solutions for municipalities 
including one of the nation’s largest and most successful Section 
115 trust programs to prefund retiree healthcare (OPEB) and/or 
pension obligations, in partnership with U.S. Bank and Vanguard.

PURPLE WAVE AUCTION
www.purplewave.com
Purple Wave specializes in liquidating equipment and vehicles 
through no-reserve public Internet auctions- from marketing and 
listing your assets to selling and collecting payment.

STATE OF MICHIGAN LAND BANK AUTHORITY
www.michigan.gov/landbank
The State Land Bank Authority works statewide to promote 
revitalization of vacant, abandoned properties. We support 
efforts of local land banks and governmental entities to redevelop 
property through a variety of tools. Currently, the SLBA has over 
$95M in grant funds to assist local communities address local 
issues of blight.

TBS - TOSHIBA BUSINESS SOLUTIONS
business.toshiba.com/
TBS provides MFPs, copiers, workflow solutions, professional print 
services and more.

THE SKILLMAN CORPORATION
www.skillman.com
The Skillman Corporation is an employee-owned construction 
management company that has worked in municipal, K12 schools, 
libraries, higher education, and health care for over 50 years. Our 
philosophy is that we build relationships, not just buildings. Let 
us help you with a facility assessment and begin the process of 
improving your facility needs.

TOWERPINKSTER
www.towerpinkster.com
TowerPinkster is an award-winning multi-discipline architecture, 
engineering, and interior design firm full of creative professionals 
committed to collaboration, quality, and integrity. We have 
been nurturing curiosity since 1953 when our first office opened 
with just six people, and now we have nearly 200 of the best 
and brightest employees serving commercial, healthcare, K-12 
education, higher education, and government markets.

WEATHERSHIELD ROOFING SYSTEMS
www.weathershieldusa.com
Weathershield provides commerical roof replacement and 
maintenance.
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We offer top-of-the-line security 
solutions that are tailored to fit 
the needs of your organization. 
Our team of expert security 
professionals will work closely with 
you to identify your specific security 
risks and develop a customized 
security plan to address them.

info@karhucyber.com | www.karhucyber.com

Our services are cost-effective 
and scalable, making it a great 
choice for organizations of all 
sizes. Whether you're a small 
county with limited resources or a 
large county with complex security 
needs, we have a solution for you.

Karhu Cyber ensures your 
data is secure with a full suite 
of services to include:  
Threat Detection & Response, 
Vulnerability Management, 
Compliance Management, 
vCISO, Security Training,  
and Security Engineering.

A veteran owned Michigan 
company with years of experience 
in the security industry, we stay up-
to-date on the latest security trends 
and technologies. We also provide 
unparalleled customer support, so 
you can always count on us to be 
there when you need us.

ATTENTION MICHIGAN ASSOCIATION OF COUNTIES!
Are you worried about the security of your organization's data? Do you want to protect your systems 
from cyber-attacks and data breaches? Look no further than Karhu Cyber!

Visit us at the upcoming conference to 
learn more about our services and how we 
can help you achieve your security goals. 
We look forward to seeing you there.

DON'T WAIT UNTIL 
IT'S TOO LATE. 
Protect your organization's and 
constituent’s data with Karhu Cyber.
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MAC BOARD OF DIRECTORS

PRESIDENT
Stan Ponstein
Kent County/At-large

William Miller
Oakland County/At-large

FIRST VICE PRESIDENT
Jim Storey
Allegan County/Region III

Vaughn Begick
Bay County/Region VI

Joe Bonovetz
Gogebic County/Region I

Melissa Daub
Wayne County/At-large

Ken Mitchell
Clinton County/Region IV

Joseph Palamara
Wayne County appointee

Richard Schmidt
Manistee County/Region II

Antoinette Wallace
Macomb County/Region V

Joe Stevens
Dickinson County/Region I

Following seats are vacant 
and will be filled at the 2023 
Legislative Conference:

• Region II, Seat A
• Region III, Seat A
• Region IV, Seat B
• Region V, Seat B
• Region VI, Seat B

MAC STAFF
Stephan Currie, Executive Director
Deena Bosworth, Director of Governmental Affairs
Tammi Connell, Director of Member Events
Amanda Despins, Governmental Affairs Assistant
Amy Dolinky, Technical Adviser, Opioid Settlement Funds  
Planning and Capacity Building
Vickki Dozier, Executive Assistant

Madeline Fata, Governmental Affairs Associate
Kristina Garner, Coordinator of Blue Cross and COBRA Services
Samantha Gibson, Governmental Affairs Associate
Derek Melot, Director of Communications and Marketing
Jamie Pemberton, Director of Finance
Gabriel Zawadzki, Director, Grant Services Program
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PRESIDENT
Shana Espinoza
Pleasant View

IMMEDIATE PAST PRESIDENT
Marna Robertson
Meadow Brook

FIRST VICE PRESIDENT
Joe Coleman
Mansitee County

SECOND VICE PRESIDENT
Destiny Wilkins
Jackson County

SECRETARY
Janice Lamm
Oakview

TREASURER
John Look
Iosco County

DIRECTOR, DISTRICT II
Lisa Ashley
Bay Bluffs

DIRECTOR, DISTRICT III
Kimberly Turcott
Allegan County

DIRECTOR, DISTRICT IV
Alissa Haynak
Isabella County

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
Renee Beniak, PhD, RN, 
MSN, CNHA, CPHQ

MCMCFC CONTINUING  
EDUCATION CREDITS 
For special sessions only: This nursing continuing 
professional development activity was approved by 
the Wisconsin Nurses Association, an accredited 
approver by the American Nurses Credentialing 
Center’s Commission on Accreditation.

Requirements for Successful Completion 

To receive credit for successful completion of 
educational sessions, all attendees must:  

• Attend one or more sessions
• Sign in for each session 
• Complete session evaluation(s)

Attendees will receive their certificate of completion 
within 30 days of the conclusion of the conference.

No one in control of content has any relevant 
relationships with ineligible companies (those whose 
primary business is producing, marketing, selling, re-
selling or distributing health care products used by 
or on patients).

This program has been approved for Continuing 
Education for 9.50 total participant hours by NAB/
NCERS—Approval #20240423-9.50-A92570-IN

MCMCFC BOARD OF DIRECTORS
MICHIGAN ASSOCIATION OF COUNTIES



MMRMA & MAC:
Partners in Excellence

Providing comprehensive, industry leading coverage
and superior risk management services
to Michigan public entities since 1980

Contact Tim McClorey 
800-243-1324

www.mmrma.org


