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Executive Summary

As the November 5, 2024, elections draw closer, the United States continues to 

face a wide range of threats to our democratic processes. These threats range 

in scale from nation-state actors who seek to influence our elections for their 

own geopolitical interests, foreign terrorist organizations, and individuals with 

their own unique ideology and justifications.  

The MIOC assesses these threat actors will use multiple tactics to allow them to 

advance their interests. 
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Relevant Election Laws
The information in this section is being provided to serve as a reference for laws 

that may be applicable during the upcoming elections. Law enforcement officers 

are reminded to confirm the validity of the statutes referenced before acting upon 

them.

(U) CSSE - Law Enforcement Quick Reference Guide

(U) FBI -  Election Crimes and Security

(U) MDOS - Overview of Voter Intimidation and Firearms Laws

(U) MIAG - Law Enforcement and Elections

https://safeelections.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/08/CSSE-MI-Pocket-Guide-20241.pdf
https://www.fbi.gov/how-we-can-help-you/scams-and-safety/common-frauds-and-scams/election-crimes-and-security
https://www.michigan.gov/sos/-/media/Project/Websites/sos/03mcalpine/Overview_of_Current_Voter_Intimidation_and_Firearms_Laws.pdf?rev=92fa5a11ae22410a8abd190e76be7253&hash=239B51F75AC14C3AE43F51CFC6E5D924
https://www.michigan.gov/ag/election-security-and-integrity/law-enforcement
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Relevant Election Laws Con’t
The Michigan 2024 Law Enforcement 
Quick Reference Guide provides key legal 
provisions related to election security, 
voter protection, and law enforcement 
conduct during elections. It outlines 
Michigan election laws, including 
penalties for intimidating election 
officials, voter interference, and 
disrupting election procedures. The guide 
specifies misdemeanors and felonies tied 
to improper election conduct, such as 
bribery, damaging voting equipment, 
impersonating voters, and voting fraud. It 
also details firearm restrictions in specific 
premises and weapon-free zones, with 
exceptions for law enforcement and 
certain licensed individuals. Additionally, 
it covers general prohibitions on 
malicious behavior, such as stalking and 
the misuse of telecommunications.
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Relevant Election Laws Con’t
The FBI's website provides 
comprehensive information on election 
crimes and security, emphasizing the 
importance of fair elections in protecting 
democracy. It outlines the role of the FBI 
in preventing federal election crimes, 
such as voter suppression, fraud, and 
campaign finance violations. The site 
encourages citizens to report election-
related crimes through the FBI's Internet 
Crime Complaint Center (IC3) and 
provides resources for protecting election 
workers from threats and intimidation. 
Additionally, it warns against 
disinformation tactics used to mislead 
voters and fraudulent political action 
committees (Scam PACs) that misuse 
campaign donations. The FBI’s "Protected 
Voices" initiative also offers tools to 
safeguard against foreign influence and 
cyber threats.
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Relevant Election Laws Con’t
The document provides an overview of 
Michigan's laws regarding voter 
intimidation and firearms, especially in 
the context of elections. It highlights that 
open carry and concealed carry of 
firearms are prohibited in certain 
locations used for elections, such as 
schools and places of worship, unless 
specific exceptions apply. Brandishing or 
displaying a firearm in a threatening 
manner is illegal and can result in law 
enforcement intervention. Voter 
intimidation, including the use of firearms 
to intimidate or hinder voters, is strictly 
prohibited, and disturbances at polling 
places are unlawful. Election officials are 
advised to contact law enforcement in 
such situations to ensure the security and 
order of the election process.
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MIOC Role
The Michigan Intelligence Operations Center (MIOC) plays a vital role in 
securing the state's general elections. Leading up to presidential elections, 
MIOC engages in coordinated efforts such as publishing election-related 
intelligence reports, participating in election-specific exercises, and 
collaborating with public and private partners, including law enforcement and 
cybersecurity experts, to address concerns related to election security, voter 
safety, and potential interference.

On Election Day, MIOC and DSEMIIC personnel are stationed at key locations, 
including the FBI office, the Emergency Operations Center, and Michigan State 
Police headquarters, to monitor for threats and share real-time information. 
Their coordination with federal partners, such as the FBI and Department of 
Homeland Security, helps protect against cyber threats and disinformation. To 
report threat information, individuals can contact local emergency managers, 
district coordinators, or submit tips directly through Michigan.gov/michtip or by 
emailing MIOC at MIOC@michigan.gov.
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Questions?
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Contact Information

Matt Helmkamp

517-275-0466

Helmkampm@michigan.gov
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