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Juvenile Justice Reform-Michigan Justice for 
Kids and Communities

• E s t a b l i s h e s  a  m i n i m um  f r a m ewo r k  o f  

j u v en i l e  j u s t i c e  b e s t  p r a c t i c e s  s t a t ew i d e ,  b y  

r e q u i r i n g  e a c h  j u r i s d i c t i o n  t o  c o n s i s t e n t l y  

1 )  u s e  v a l i d a t e d  s c r e en i ng  a nd  a s s e s sm en t  

t o o l s  t o  i n f o r m  d i v e r s i o n ,  c o n s en t  c a l e nd a r ,  

d e t en t i o n ,  a nd  d i s p o s i t i o n a l  d e c i s i o n s ;  2 )  

u t i l i z e  r e s e a r c h - b a s ed  j u ven i l e  p r o b a t i o n  

s t a nd a r d s  t o  b e  d eve l o p ed  b y  S CA O;  a nd  3 )  

Em p l o y  a  l o c a l  q ua l i t y  a s s u r a n c e  s p e c i a l i s t  

t o  s up p o r t  t h e  c o un t y  w i t h  i m p l emen t i n g  

r e s e a r c h - b a s ed  p r a c t i c e s  ( e x c ep t  T r i b e s  o r  

c o un t i e s  r e c e i v i n g  t h e  b a s i c  g r a n t ) .

• Ex p a nd s  wha t  t h e  CCF  c a n  b e  u s ed  f o r ,  n o w  

t o  i n c l u d e  p r a c t i c e s  s t a r t i n g  when  a  

c o m p l a i n t ,  r e f e r r a l ,  o r  p e t i t i o n  i s  g ene r a t e d  

f o r  a  y o u t h  a t  r i s k  o f  j u v en i l e  c o u r t  

i n vo l v em en t  t h r o ug h  r e s i d en t i a l  p l a c emen t  

a nd  r e en t r y .

• I n c r e a s e s  t h e  r e i m b u r s em en t  r a t e  f r o m  5 0 % 

t o  7 5 % f o r  i n - ho m e  s e r v i c e s ,  i n c l u d i n g  

c o m m un i t y - ba s ed  s up e r v i s i o n  a nd  s e r v i c e s  

a nd  f o r  t h e  u s e  o f  r e s p i t e  a nd  s he l t e r  c a r e  

f o r  und e r  3 0  d a y s .

• A r isk and needs assessment shal l  be conducted by a 

designated individual or agency on every youth pr ior to 

disposit ion, and results shal l  be used to inform a disposit iona l 

recommendation.

• A deten t ion  screening  too l  mus t  be  conducted  pr ior  to  a  youth  be ing  

de ta ined  in  a  secure  de ten t ion  f ac i l i t y.  

• The cour t  mus t  use  the  resu l t s  of  the  de ten t ion  screening  too l  to  in form 

dec is ions  on  the  use  of  secure  de ten t ion .  Resul t s  f rom the  too l  mus t  be  

shared  wi th  a l l  par t ies  to  the  case  pr ior  to  a  de ten t ion  hear ing .  

• A r isk  screening  tool  and  a  menta l  hea l th  screening  tool  must  be  

conducted  on  a  you th  before  making  a  d ivers ion  or  consent  ca lendar  

dec is ion ,  un less  1)  a  you th  i s  accused  of  a  spec i f ied  juveni le  v io la t ion ;  o r  

2)  a  you th  i s  cur ren t ly  under  superv is ion .  



Juvenile Justice 

Reform-Michigan 

Justice for Kids 

and Communities

• El iminate  f ines  and  fees  associa ted  wi th  juveni le  court  

involvement  wi th  the  excep t ion  o f  res t i tut ion  and  the  Cr ime 

Vic t ims  Fund.  

• Expand the  S ta te  Appel la te  Defender  Off ice  to  inc lude appe l la te  

se rv ices  fo r  juveni les ,  which wi l l  inc lude  pos t -d ispos i t iona l  

se rv ices .  

• Support  MDHHS to  respond in  a  m ore  f l exible  way  to  bed  

shortages ,  s ta ff  re tent ion chal lenges ,  and  serv ice  needs .  

• Ensure  tha t  deve lopmental ly appropria te  fac tors  a re  used to  

in form dec i s ions  to  waive  o r  des igna te  a  you th  to  the  adu l t  

c r imina l  jus t ice  sys tem.  



RESIDENTIAL ADVISORY 
COMMITTEE



RESIDENTIAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
(RAC)

• MAFCA made the request to address the immediate and urgent need for 

detention and residential beds during the July 2022 Juvenile Justice 

Reform vote in Lansing.

• In October 2022, Governor Whitmer issued an Executive Order to 

appoint various stakeholders to “The Residential Advisory Committee 

(“Committee”) is created as an advisory body within the Michigan 

Department of Health and Human Services (“Department”).”



RESIDENTIAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
(RAC)

• Review l icensing standards for state -run, local ly run and privately run juveni le just ice 

faci l i t ies and make recommendations to improve evidence -based standards for juveni le 

just ice residential placements, regardless of faci l i ty or wardship type.

• Review staf f  tra ining, service standards, and length -of-stay guidel ines for local  

detention and residential faci l i t ies and make recommendations to improve or 

strengthen each.

• Review existing case management standards, which could include r isk and needs 

assessments, service del ivery, behaviora l health treatment, fami ly-team meetings, dual  

ward pol ic ies, and reentry planning process and recommend basel ine standards to 

guide long-term post disposit ion residential placements, regardless of county of 

wardship.

• Recommend cr i teria to measure progress toward evidence -based outcomes, including 

educational outcomes, for youth placed in residential faci l i t ies.

• As of the writ ing of this presentation there is no f inal report or recommendations.



MAFCA and RAC

• Detention beds (2020-2024) were open but due to staff ing shortages the 

beds were not occupied. 

• The lack of regional secure beds is extremely challenging for law 

enforcement and courts (northern Michigan and the Upper Peninsula).

• State Institutions (Bay Pines and Shawano) had/have waiting lists extending 

out 12+ months in some instances (and now Shawano closed)

• State is working with Macomb County and Spectrum for secure /high risk 

beds

• Residential beds are /were ejecting /rejecting court ordered youth (or 

waitl isting) for various reasons (assaultive, destructive, staff ing, etc.) 



MAFCA Potential Solutions

• MAFCA has been working on proposed solutions for 3 -4 years.

• Regionalize existing secure detention beds and consideration given to a new 

facil ity in Grand Traverse County.

• Util ize existing beds to create (or in some places already exists) specialized 

programming (sexually offending behaviors).

• Develop contractual processes that alleviate delays in placement or exclude 

facil it ies from participating.

• Create a training institute for detention and residential frontline workers.



MAFCA Potential Solutions

• Better define and contractually obligate the reject /eject process for 

detention and residential programming (util ize risk levels and specialized 

programming needs).

• Better equip facilities with meaningful support, fair and objective 

procedures, and safety for all youth and employees.



Contact Information

Mike McMillan - Court Administrator –St. Clair County

(810) 985-2181

mmcmillan@stclaircounty.org

Cameron Clark - Family Court Administrator –Leelanau County

(231) 256-9803

cclark@leelanau.gov

mailto:mmcmillan@stclaircounty.org
mailto:cclark@leelanau.gov


THANK YOU
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