
 

 

Background 
In 2017, the Michigan Supreme Court ruled state law did 
not give courts the authority to impose costs on criminal 
defendants to fund court operations, leading to 
recommendations to reform the current funding model and 
legislative hurdles to extend court fine authority for several 
years. 

As a result, the Legislature enacted statute granting courts 
the authority to assess costs on criminal defendants and 
created the Trial Court Funding Commission. The 
commission was tasked with reviewing the current court 
funding system and providing recommendations for reform 
to legislators. The State Court Administrative Office 
provided new recommendations to the Legislature in 
November 2025. MAC has voiced strong concerns with the 
2025 recommendations, primarily around local control. 

The expiration of the court funding authority sunset, which 
has now been extended four times – in 2020, 2022 and 
2024, is now set to expire on Dec. 31, 2026. Without an 
extension, counties will no longer have the authority to 
impose costs on criminal defendants. 

 

 

 

MAC’s Efforts 
• The Michigan Association of Counties has 

emphasized the need to address court funding 
stability, supporting sunset extensions and 
raising concerns about broader funding reforms. 

• Ensuring continued court funding is a key 2026 
priority for MAC, reflecting the importance of 
sustainable resources for trial courts. 

• MAC supports House Bill 5452, by Sarah 
Lightner. It would extend the sunset to Dec. 31, 
2028, allowing courts to continue collecting 
costs from criminal defendants. 

Message to Lawmakers 
• MAC urges your support for House Bill 

5452. The legislation helps protect counties 
from significant financial burdens, 
preventing them from having to backfill $50 
million statewide annually in court funding 
if the sunset were allowed to expire. 

• Extending the sunset and allowing the 
collection of court costs would demonstrate 
a commitment to sustainable trial court 
funding and consistent, reliable court 
resources. 

• This sunset is set to expire on Dec. 31, 
2026 ― time is of the essence. 

Issue Brief 
Court Funding 

County Concerns 
If this sunset is not extended, counties will be forced 
to make staffing, services and budget decisions 
without knowing whether a lawful revenue source is 
available. This inevitably leads to shortfalls in the 
judicial system, a reliance on the Legislature to 
appropriate funds each year, and a $50 million funding 
gap statewide annually. 

Counties cannot indefinitely absorb growing statewide 
justice obligations through local revenues. Until 
funding reforms are enacted, imposing trial court costs 
on defendants is necessary to keep courts afloat. 

 


