Issue Brief

MICHIGAN ASSOCIATION OF COUNTIES

Background

Michigan's aging dams present a serious public safety and
infrastructure challenge for the state. House Bill 5485, by
Rep. Bill Schuette (R-Midland), and Senate Bill 947, by
Sen. Mallory McMorrow (D-Oakland), attempt to overhaul
dam safety requirements and oversight.

The legislation would update the state’s permitting and
inspection requirements for dams, require dam owners to
meet additional safety and maintenance standards, and
provide the Michigan Department of Environment, Great
Lakes and Energy with greater authority to oversee dams
and require corrective action when deficiencies are
identified.

Both bills passed their respective chambers in July 2026
and await further consideration in the opposite chamber.

County Concerns

Funding Gap: The $20 million legislative transfer
secured by MAC for dam repair, alteration or removal is
a critical first step, but it is not sufficient to address the
repair, alteration, removal and compliance costs
associated with the legislation.

County Impact: Of the 357 county dams, 113 would be
impacted by the legislation. Sixty-three of those dams are
high or significant risk and would face the bills' new,
stricter guidelines, creating substantial potential costs for
counties.

Tax-foreclosed Dams: Additional protection may be
necessary to ensure counties do not become responsible
for significant emergency response or long-term dam
safety costs simply because they acquired a dam
involuntarily through tax foreclosure.

Dam Safety
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Message to Lawmakers

MAC supports the goal of improving dam
safety and protecting Michigan
communities but urges lawmakers to ensure
that new requirements are matched with
sustainable funding and clear lines of
responsibility.

Counties could face significant costs to
bring affected dams into compliance with
new inspection, engineering, repair,
alteration, and upkeep requirements,
without sufficient state funding to cover
those obligations.

Ensure the final legislation provides a
workable statewide solution for abandoned
and orphaned dams and does not leave
counties responsible for structures they did
not create, own, or control.



