Issue Brief

MICHIGAN ASSOCIATION OF COUNTIES

Background

Legislation to establish a statewide septic code has again
been introduced. Senate Bill 771, introduced by Sen. Sam
Singh (D-Ingham) would create a statewide septic code and
a Technical Advisory Committee (TAC) to help guide
development of the program. The bill would also require an
electronic database to track the location, age and condition
of septic systems across the state.

While protecting ground and surface water from
contamination is a worthy goal, the cost of this legislation
without adequate funding and staffing remains MAC's
primary concern. MAC has been vocal in its opposition
because local health departments would have just two years
to get up and running — without the resources to do so.

County Concerns

¢ Administrative and Resource Gap: Local
health departments would shoulder a massive
administrative load — reviewing
evaluations, maintaining a statewide
database, and locating thousands of
unrecorded systems — without the staff or
funding to match. This bill cannot succeed
without adequate upfront resources for local
program buildout.

e Low-income Compliance Concerns:
Without stronger financial protections, low-
income residents are at risk of being unable
to afford mandated repairs and could face
fines they cannot pay.

e Unfunded Mandate: Local governments
would be handed significant new
responsibilities and costs without the funding
needed to carry them out, leaving
departments ill-equipped to meet the
demands this bill places on them.
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Message to Lawmakers

e Local health departments lack the staff
and infrastructure to carry out the
volume of work this bill demands —
and fee revenue alone cannot cover the
upfront investment needed to launch it.

e Low-income residents could face
unaffordable repair mandates or fines
with no financial assistance available
to them.

e Departments are expected to be fully
operational within two years —
without the staff, funding, or
infrastructure in place to meet that
deadline, potentially setting them up to
fail from the start.

e Thousands of older septic systems are
unrecorded, and it falls on county
departments to locate them before
evaluations can even begin — a hidden
cost and workload this bill does not
account for.



