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For 2026, MAC will focus on strengthening the intergovernmental relationships among 
counties, states and the federal government in Washington, D.C. Partnering with the National 
Association of Counties (NACo), MAC’s key priorities for the year will be: 
 
Support a Multi-year Reauthorization for Surface Transportation Funding 
• Michigan counties own 75 percent of road miles, totaling 90,500 road miles and 1,500 bridges. Michigan 

has the fourth-largest local road system in the United States. As we are only one of twenty states that 
manage snow, ice, freezing and thawing each year, Michigan counties are sensitive to the vital role played 
by federal funding to protect our infrastructure. 

• MAC urges Congress to pass a bipartisan, multi-year reauthorization bill that recognizes the crucial role that 
counties play by significantly increasing local access to formula funds, maintaining and improving 
discretionary grant opportunities, strengthening planning and project delivery — especially for rural 
counties — and streamlining permitting requirements to move projects faster and cheaper. 

• MAC also urges Congress to pass the Bridges and Safety Infrastructure for Community Success (BASICS) 
Act, sponsored by Reps. Kristen MacDonald Rivet of Michigan and Rob Bresnahan of Pennsylvania, to 
make it easier for counties to access federal dollars for important road, bridge and safety projects, plus 
provide much needed funding for rural regional transit in Michigan.    
 

Renew the Farm Bill in a Bipartisan Fashion 
• Michigan has more than 40,000 farms, with an average size of 214 acres. The state is also home to nearly 

1.5 million people who receive Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP) benefits who rely on 
the program to put food on the table. 

• Approximately 75 percent of Michigan children live in child-care deserts, resulting in unattainable and often 
unaffordable child-care options for families. MAC urges Congress to pass HR 5363 (Expanding Childcare 
in Rural America Act) and provide funding for the program in the reauthorization of the Farm Bill.  

• With such programs included in the Farm Bill set to begin expiring on Sept. 30, 2026, MAC urges Congress 
to move swiftly on a five-year, bipartisan Farm Bill that expands conservation and agriculture programs, 
invests in broadband for rural America, invests in rural development and planning, supports access to 
healthy and affordable foods and protects working lands for future generations.  
 

Fully Fund PILT & Reauthorize the SRS Program 
• Michigan has the second-largest amount of federal land in states east of the Mississippi River. In 2025, the 

Payments in Lieu of Taxes (PILT) program brought more than $6.5 million to Michigan counties. 
• MAC calls for full, mandatory funding for PILT and a long-term reauthorization of the Secure Rural 

Schools (SRS) program to ensure predictable, stable support for essential services like schools, roads, 
emergency response and public safety. 

 
Preserve & Strengthen Local Authority in Land Use and Development Decisions 
• Michigan has lost over 670,000 acres of farmland in the last 25 years due to policy changes, shifts in land 

use patterns and preemption over energy siting. Michigan counties have witnessed numerous attempts in 
recent years to restrict or eliminate local decision-making over how land is used or developed. Clear federal 
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guidance on the primacy of “local control” is needed in this policy arena. Most wind and solar projects in 
recent years have been built on agricultural land with millions more projected in the United States by 2040.  

• MAC urges Congress to oppose any state and federal preemption of local land use decisions. 
• As the U.S. Departments of Interior, Transportation and Energy, Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) 

and other federal agencies develop future regulations, MAC joins with NACo in supporting meaningful 
consultation with county governments early in the rulemaking process, and federal investments should be 
implemented more quickly by reforming the permitting process. 
 

Support Reform of the Medicaid Exclusion Policy 
• Counties spend tens of millions of dollars annually on inmate healthcare in Michigan for individuals 

incarcerated in jails that would otherwise be eligible for Medicaid. The Medicaid Inmate Exclusion Policy 
forces counties to cover the full cost of healthcare services that are unnecessarily disconnected.  

• Nearly seven out of ten individuals detained in jails at any given time are pre-trial and presumed innocent 
until proven guilty. Nevertheless, Section 1905(a)(A) of the Social Security Act prohibits federal Medicaid 
matching funds from being used to pay for their medical care, even if they are eligible and enrolled.  

• MAC joins with NACo in calling on Congress to amend the Medicaid Inmate Exclusion Policy to allow pre-
adjudication county jail inmates and inmates 90 days prior to release to receive Medicaid benefits. 
 

Enhance Counties’ Ability to Prevent and Treat Mental Illness and Substance 
Use Disorder 
• More than 2 million Michiganians experience a mental health condition each year, and over 1 million 

struggle with substance use, placing pressure on local systems.  
• Counties invest heavily in behavioral health services and serve as the safety net when residents are in crisis. 

Federal block grants through SAMHSA — including the Community Mental Health Services Block Grant 
(MHBG) and the Substance Use Prevention, Treatment, and Recovery Services Block Grant (SUBG) — are 
essential to keeping those services running. When federal funding falls short, counties are left covering the 
gaps in treatment, crisis response and jail diversion. MAC supports maintaining or increasing these federal 
investments so counties can meet demand without shifting additional costs to local taxpayers. 
 

Support Increased Funding for Emergency Medical Service Programming 
• In many rural counties, EMS providers may be the sole source of guaranteed medical care for residents. 

Despite their critical role, rural EMS agencies face serious challenges, including insufficient funding, 
workforce shortages, inadequate Medicaid and Medicare reimbursement rates, rural hospital closures, and 
more.  

• MAC, alongside NACo, supports increased EMS provider reimbursement rates from Medicare, Medicaid 
and the Department of Veterans Affairs; expansion of workforce development programs for EMS to aid in 
recruitment and retention; and increased regulatory flexibility to enhance the delivery of EMS services, 
especially in rural communities.  


