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Today’s Presentation
I. About MABA

II. Michigan Agriculture and Agribusiness
III. Challenges and Priorities for Ag

IV. Partnership with Local Government

Objective: Actionable updates that will help in your interactions with local 
agribusinesses, and identify shared goals!



Michigan agriculture 
is one of our state’s 
top industries and 
unique nationally.



Michigan Agri-Business Association

• MABA was founded in 1903 as the Michigan 
Grain Dealers Association.

• Membership has expanded to comprise 
virtually every business in agriculture.

• More than 300 members spanning Michigan.

MABA members work with farmers to help them 
be successful.



Michigan Agri-Business Association
Helping farmers get the job done!

✓ Grain Handlers
✓ Ag Retail

✓ Crop Inputs/Protection
✓ Logistics Providers
✓ Professional Services



2022 Sustaining Sponsors – A Wide Range of Businesses
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Michigan Agriculture

• A $100+ billion industry spanning all segments 
of agriculture

• ~$3 billion in agricultural exports originate in 
Michigan every year

• Second-most diverse ag sector in America in 
terms of crops and commodities produced





Agribusinesses are in 
“uncharted waters” with 

historic supply chain, 
logistics disruption.



The Dual Crisis: Labor and Supply Chain



Costs increasing in agriculture

• Labor (Availability and cost)

• Fuel costs/surcharges – truck and rail

• Private infrastructure – storage, facility roads, 
etc.



Costs increasing in agriculture



Severe Market Uncertainty



Ukraine Invasion Impacts Agriculture
- Ukraine is the “breadbasket” of 

Europe and a major wheat/grains 
exporter

- Planting underway but heavily 
disrupted

- Meanwhile, Russia and Belarus are 
key suppliers of Potash and other 
fertilizers

- Fertilizer supply/demand imbalance 
sent prices soaring before Russian 
invasion



Fertilizer Market is Top Focus



There are bright spots in 
the agricultural economy. 

Ag remains a pillar of Michigan’s 
rural communities.



Farm Income/Exports



New Market Opportunities



MABA Priorities: Realizing 
Ag’s Potential and Growing 

the Rural Economy



MABA Priorities: State

• Logistics, logistics, logistics! You can help!
• Budget: Federal relief dollars need to reach 

rural Michigan.
• Current regulatory landscape for agriculture 

is common-sense.
• 2021 Progress – MAEAP, Tonnage







• Logistics! – Container Availability, Rail 
& Trucking Movement

• Border Requirements/Open Trade and 
Market Access

• Additional USDA Funds/2023 Farm Bill

MABA Priorities: Federal





Partnering with Local 
Communities



Strong Relationship with Local Stakeholders

✓ EDCs – some are MABA members!

✓ Road Commissions

✓ Local Health Departments

✓ First Responders (Fire/EMS)

Frequently at the table on
economic development matters



Be Informed!

✓ Politico Morning Agriculture

✓ AGree/Meridian Institute

✓ DTN – Chris Clayton

✓ FarmDoc Daily

✓ And yes…Twitter…sometimes!



Resources for You

✓ AgFacts Newsletter

✓ Member Q/A Calls

✓ Ag Club Breakfasts

✓ Outlook/Winter Conference

✓ Call, Text or Email!



Agribusinesses are proud to be part 
of a leading industry in our state!

A strong ag economy benefits farmers, 
agribusinesses, rural communities and Main 

Streets across Michigan.



“I don't have to 

agree with you 

to like you or 

respect you.”

And a few words of closing advice…



Thank you!

Chuck Lippstreu
Michigan Agri-Business Association

616-265-4698 (m) 
chuck@miagbiz.org


