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Cardinal discloses to shareholders that broad details of a settlement have been 

reached between State Attorneys General and four opioids litigation defendants:

1. Johnson & Johnson/Janssen (an opioids manufacturer);

2. Amerisource (an opioids distributor);

3. Cardinal (an opioids distributor); and

4. McKesson (an opioids distributor).

Under the deal, up to $26 billion is to be paid over 18 years to state and local 

governments, provided that maximum participation in the settlement is obtained.

October 31, 2020



Significant Aspects of the
S E T T L E M E N T  A G R E E M E N T S

1. Injunctive 

Relief

2. Payments to 

State and Local 

Governments



Injunctive Relief

■ Johnson & Johnson discontinues opioid sales for at least 

the next 10 years

■ Johnson & Johnson discontinues lobbying activity

concerning opioids

■ Establishes a Big Three Distributor Clearinghouse for 

opioids-related transactions



Payments to State and Local Governments

■ Approximately $22.8 billion in payments to State 

and Local Governments (if maximum participation 

is obtained)

■ Approximately 3.4% of which is allocable 

to Michigan (approximately $776 million)



Default Allocation of Michigan Money

■ 15% to State Government

■ 15% to Local Governments

■ 70% to Statewide Opioid Abatement Fund

However, the default agreement may be 

replaced with a state-specific agreement.



Michigan State-Specific Agreement

■ Instead of 15% to Local Governments, proceeds will be split 

50% to Local Governments, 50% to the State of Michigan

■ From the 50% that is allocated to Local Governments, 

deductions for:

▪ Special Circumstance Fund (5%)

▪ Administrative Expenses (0.3%)

▪ Attorneys Fees (no more than 15%; likely about 8% with 
remainder paid by National Fee Fund)

■ Litigation Adjustments



Why 100% Participation is Important



Why 100% Participation is Important





How Does My County Participate?

1. Register
on national settlement website to receive participation 

agreements for Distributor and Janssen Settlement 

Agreements; and

2. Sign and submit 
settlement participation agreements before January 2



How Does My County Register?

1. Go to the following website: 

https://nationalopioidsettlement.com

2. Click on the link: “Update: Subdivisions Register Here to Receive 

Participation Agreements for Distributor and Janssen Settlement 

Agreements” in the yellow box on the above website’s homepage

3. This will open a form on a new tab, on which you will fill out the 

following information:

▪ State: Michigan

▪ Political Subdivision: _______ County / City of ________

▪ Registration Code: Unique for each City/County

https://nationalopioidsettlement.com/


How Does My County Register?

4. Click the “Verify Registration Code” button at the bottom of 

the form after completing Step 3

5. Follow the remaining steps to complete registration

*Please be prepared to include information as to the 

designated representative authorized to receive and sign 

paperwork on behalf of your political subdivision



How Does My County Sign Onto The Settlements?

■ Once you have registered, you will receive TWO Settlement 

Participation Agreements (One for Janssen and one for the 

Distributors)

■ You must fill out BOTH of the Participation Agreements and 

follow the instructions to submit them

■ They must be submitted BEFORE JANUARY 2, 2022

■ ANY County may participate in the settlement, even if that 

county never brought a lawsuit



How May the Funds Be Used?

■ Governed by “opioid remediation” as defined in the Distributor 

and Janssen Settlements

■ Guided by “Exhibit E” of the Distributor and Janssen Settlements

■ Opioid Use Disorder (OUD) Treatment

■ Treatment and Recovery Support

■ Connecting People to Help

■ Address Needs of Criminal Justice-Involved Persons



How May the Funds Be Used?

■ Address Needs of Pregnant Women, Infants, and Parents

■ Prevention

■ First Responder Support

■ Leadership Planning

■ Training

■ Research



When Will My County Receive Money?

Payment #1
as early as 

April 2022

Payment #2
as early as 

July 2022

Subsequent payments will be 

received annually in July.



How Much Money Will My County Receive?

■ Nonlitigating Local Governments:

– Contact Matthew Walker, Assistant Attorney General

■ AG-OpioidLitigation@michigan.gov

■ Litigating Local Governments: 

– Contact your attorneys

mailto:AG-OpioidLitigation@michigan.gov


■ www.mi.gov/agopioids

■ www.nationalopioidsettlement.com

■ Full copy of Janssen Settlement Agreement

■ Full copy of Distributor Settlement Agreement

■ Frequently Asked Questions

■ Local Government Registration Information

RESOURCES

http://www.nationalopioidsettlement.com/
http://www.nationalopioidsettlement.com/

