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MICHIGAN COUNTIES LEGISLATIVE CONFERENCE 2025

AGENDA

At-A-Glance

MONDAY | APRIL 7,2025
TIME EVENT
3PM Registration Desk Opens

ROOM

Pre-Function Area
(second floor)

4PM-5PM

MAC Board of Directors Meeting

MAC Offices,
110 W. Michigan Ave.

5:30PM-6:30PM

Strolling Dinner | Premier Partners Vendor Showcase

Capitol Ballroom

TUESDAY | APRIL 8,2025
TIME EVENT
7:30AM Registration Desk Opens

ROOM

Pre-Function Area
(second floor)

7:30AM-8:15AM

Breakfast and Welcome

Capitol Ballroom

8:15AM-9:15AM

POD 1: Your Association at Work in 2025

Capitol Ballroom

9:15AM-10AM

POD 2: What is Changing in Washington, D.C.

Capitol Ballroom

10AM-10:15AM

Networking Break with Premier Partner Vendors

Pre-Function Area
(second floor)

10:15AM-11AM

POD 3: Addressing Michigan's Juvenile Bed Shortage

Capitol Ballroom

T1AM-11:45AM

POD 4: Dealing with Ransomware Attacks: A County Perspective | Sponsored by Rehmann

Capitol Ballroom

11:45AM-12:45PM

Lunch and County Commissioner Academy Presentations

Capitol Ballroom

12:45PM-1:30PM

POD 5: What the Heck is a "Con-Con" Anyway?

Capitol Ballroom

1:30PM-2:15PM

POD 6: Getting Housing Built: How Counties Can Leverage State Resources

Capitol Ballroom

2:15PM-2:30PM

Networking Break with Premier Partner Vendors

Pre-Function Area
(second floor)

2:30PM-3:15PM

POD 7: Better Roads? That's Gonna Cost You

Capitol Ballroom

3:15PM-4PM POD 8: Addressing the Health Care Challenge - County Perspectives and Opportunities Capitol Ballroom
Sponsored by Gallagher
4:30PM-6PM Networking Reception Capitol Ballroom
9PM-11PM President's Hospitality Suite Room 1128
WEDNESDAY | APRIL Y, 2025
TIME EVENT ROOM
7:30AM Registration Desk Opens Pre-Function Area

(second floor)

7:30AM-8:30AM

Legislative Awards Breakfast

Capitol Ballroom

8:30AM-9:15AM

POD 9: Legislative Roundtable

Capitol Ballroom

9:15AM-10AM

POD 10: The Return of "Ax Ml Tax"

Capitol Ballroom

10AM-10:15AM

Networking Break

Pre-Function Area
(second floor)

10:15AM-11AM

POD 11: Navigating Workplace Trends: Practical Strategies for Michigan County Leaders |
Sponsored by Acrisure

Capitol Ballroom

1AM

Conference Ends/Hotel Checkout

Lobby

N
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WELCOME TO THE
2025 Michigan Counties Legislative Conference!

MAC PRESIDENT
Melissa Daub

During the conference, you’'ll have the chance to dive into the key policy issues, connect with
fellow leaders and pick up new insights that will help you govern with confidence.

Whether you are new to MAC or a seasoned commissioner, there is something for everyone

in this year’s agenda track. | am particularly interested in Pod 4 - Dealing with Ransomware
Attacks: A County Perspective. Wayne County was the target of a ransomware attack, causing
interruption in some services. This pod is a great opportunity to learn how to defend your
county in the digital realm.

| want to thank you all for the work you do every day to serve your communities. Please make
the most of this conference, visit the Premier Partners who help make it possible and don’t
hesitate to introduce yourself — I'd love to connect!

Here’s to a great conference and an even stronger future for Michigan’s counties!

/ \ L.-'L\Jw ( ( iIDcLL\,lJ

Melissa Daub
MAC Board President and Wayne County Commissioner

RENEWABLE
ENERGY BUILDS

EU M M U N ‘T‘ ES DTE Energy'swind
and solar projects-.

do more than generate clean energy for Michiganders —they____‘_

also play a major role in strengthening local economies.
Communities that host our renewable energy projects receive
millions of dollars in added tax revenue, funding that supports
first responders, schools, roads and other vital community
services. DTE's wind and solar projects also support local clean
energy jobs - our renewable energy investments have l:re_algg,‘l_:_l___,___
approximately 20,000 Michigan jobs to date. :

We're building a clean energy future you can count on.
Learn more at dteenergy.com/renew

micounties.org 3



MICHIGAN COUNTIES LEGISLATIVE CONFERENCE 2025

THANKYOU TO
Our Sponsors

MAC appreciates the support of its event sponsors and corporate parthers

to advance the educational work of the association:

PREMIER

/\ ACRISURE’

CoPro+

The PLUS Makes the Difference

Gallagher

Nationwide

is on your side

LAKE MICHIGAN/EXECUTIVE

Blue Cross
Blue Shield
of Michigan

ENBRIDGE

Life Takes Energy-

MICHIGAN COUNTIES WORKERS' COMPENSATION FUND

rehmann

EMPOWER YOUR PURPOSE

LAKE HURON/ASSOCIATE

Xfinity

LAKE ONTARIO

Advanced Correctional I T
Healthcare MERS of Michigan
Delta Dental Michigan Municipal Risk
DTE Energy Management Authority

Engie Energy Solutions ~ SC Strategic Solutions

Guidehouse

LAKE ERIE

Maximus MAC Service Corp.

Bradford Printing
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Cherry, Tisdel to receive MAC Advocate Awards

During breakfast on Wednesday, April 9, MAC will honor
two state legislators with County Advocate Awards for
their work in 2024:

Sen. John Cherry is in his first term in
the Michigan Senate, where he chairs
the Labor Committee and serves

on the Appropriations Committee.
Prior to his Senate term, he served
two terms in the Michigan House

of Representatives. Before arriving

in the Legislature, Cherry served in
the Michigan Department of Natural
Resources and held the position of vice chair of the
Flint Charter Commission. He is a University of Michigan
graduate with a bachelor’s degree in natural resources
and environment and a master’s in public policy.

Cherry

Cherry is being honored for spearheading a $30 million
increase to county revenue sharing for FY 2025. “His
research and dedication to a formula for disbursement of
these additional funds created a system of greater equity
among counties,” explained MAC Governmental Affairs
Director Deena Bosworth. “Without his commitment to
counties and his strong advocacy with other legislative
leaders, counties would not have seen the additional $30
million in FY25.

Two Events, Numerous Goodies

Conference attendees will have full access to receptions/
strolling dinners on Monday, April 7 and on Tuesday, April
8. Each event will be held in the second-floor ballroom
area of the DoubleTree Hotel.

Complimentary beverages and food. MAC appreciates
the support of its Corporate Partners and conference
sponsors to put on these events.

President’s Hospitality Suite

MAC Board President Melissa Daub welcomes her
colleagues to her suite at the DoubleTree Hotel
(Room 1128) on Tuesday night to catch up after a
busy day of conference sessions. Complimentary
snacks and beverages.

Rep. Mark Tisdel has represented the
Greater Rochester in the Michigan
House of Representatives since

2021. He chairs the House Finance
Committee and is vice chair of the
House Insurance Committee. He also
serves as a member of the House
Health Policy Committee and the
House Regulatory Reform Committee.
Prior to his service in the Legislature, Tisdel served on
the Rochester Hills City Council for eight years — four of
those years as council president.

Tisdel

“Tisdel has been a consistent bill sponsor and outspoken
advocate for the creation of a Revenue Sharing Trust
Fund,” said Bosworth. “He not only was responsible for
the overwhelming support of the bills in the House last
session, but he worked tirelessly with the Senate, MAC
and the Governor’ Office to take the bills up for a vote
last session. Unfortunately, the Senate did not end up
voting on the bills during lame duck, so he is taking up
the mantel again this year.”

Say goodbye to bingo cards

With the changes to this year’s format, you will not see
Exhibitor Bingo at the Legislative Conference.

< e

.

Fear not, though. You still have a chance
to win a cash prize - here’s how:

On Wednesday morning,

at the end of the 10 a.m.
networking break, you will
receive a slip of paper with a
number on it from a MAC staffer. As
the sessions resume, one number will
be drawn for a $100 cash prize. At the end

of Wednesday’s sessions, approximately 11 a.m., another
number will be drawn for a $250 cash prize. You must
be present in the room to win your prize. The prizes are
courtesy of MAC Service Corp.

micounties.org 5



AN EXTRAORDINARY
ADVANTAGE

AN

ACRISURE

A combination of human
and artificial intelligence
driven solutions in
Insurance, reinsurance,
cyber services, and more.

www.acrisure.com/greatlakes
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MAC POD
Descriptions

POD 1: YOUR ASSOCIATION AT WORK IN 2025
Tuesday, April 8, 8:15am-9:15am

MAC initiatives in 2025 will be the focus of the first pod of
the conference:

+  “State of MAC” by Stephan Currie will give a high-level
overview of the association.

«  ‘“Legislative Update” by Deena Bosworth will review
MAC’s 2025 State Priorities, expectations for legislative
action in 2025 with a GOP-controlled House and
realignments in MAC’s Governmental Affairs Team and
Political Action Committee.

+  “Learning with MAC” by Derek Melot will walk
attendees through MAC’s revamped website and
changes to the County Commissioner Academy.

POD 2: WHAT IS CHANGING INWASHINGTON, D.C.
Tuesday, April 8, 9:15am-10am

Matt Chase, executive director of the National Association
of Counties, will review the first few months of the Trump
administration and GOP-controlled Congress and what that
means for counties as far as policy and fiscal challenges and
opportunities in the months ahead.

POD 3: ADDRESSING MICHIGAN’S JUVENILE
BED SHORTAGE

Tuesday, April 8,10:15am-11am

In late 2023, sweeping legislation was signed to address the
persistent shortage in bed space for juvenile offenders. This
pod will review progress made since legislation was enacted
and what counties can be doing to assist.

Speakers: Mike McMillan, Michigan Association for
Family Court Administration; Cameron Clark, Leelanau
County Courts

POD 4: DEALING WITH RANSOMWARE ATTACKS: A
COUNTY PERSPECTIVE

Tuesday, April 8, 11am-11:45am

Grand Traverse, Wayne and Wexford counties are among
Michigan local governments targeted in recent months
with ransomware attacks. Hear from an industry expert and
a targeted county on what you can do to make sure your
county can defend itself in the digital realm. Sponsored by
Rehmann, a MAC Premier Partner

Speakers: Jessica Dore, Rehmann; Katelyn Zeits, Benzie
County, Michael Draeger, Benzie County

POD 5: WHAT THE HECK IS A“CON-CON” ANYWAY?
Tuesday, April 8, 12:45pm-1:30pm

Michigan is one of 14 states where voters are asked
intermittently whether they wish to hold a “Constitutional
Convention,” or “Con-Con,” to revamp its state constitution.
The next such vote will be in 2026. Learn what a
constitutional convention would mean and how it would
operate from an analyst from the nonpartisan Citizens
Research Council of Michigan.

Speaker: Eric Lupher, Citizens Research Council of Michigan

POD 6: GETTING HOUSING BUILT: HOW COUNTIES
CAN LEVERAGE STATE RESOURCES

Tuesday, April 8, 1:30pm-2:15pm

Michigan’s State Housing Partnership is halfway through

its five-year plan to boost new housing, yet many MAC
members report ongoing shortages in their communities.
Learn how county governments can make the most effective
use of state resources to get the construction crews going.

Speaker: Amy Hovey, Michigan State Housing
Development Authority

POD7: BETTER ROADS? THAT’S GONNA COST YOU
Tuesday, April 8, 2:30pm-3:15pm

The advocacy group “Fix MI State” says 98,400 miles

of Michigan’s paved roads are in fair or worse condition

and that an additional $3.9 billion per year is needed to
“properly fund road repairs and maintenance.” With the cost
of reconstructing a single lane-mile of road at $3.2 million
(2022 estimate), what are Michigan’s options are getting on
top of this infrastructure crisis?

Speakers: Ed Noyola, County Road Association of
Michigan; Rob Coppersmith, Michigan Infrastructure and
Transportation Association

POD 8: ADDRESSING THE HEALTH CARE CHALLENGE -
COUNTY PERSPECTIVES AND OPPORTUNITIES

Tuesday, April 8, 3:15pm-4pm

Increasing health care costs continue to challenge county
budgets in 2025 and beyond. Join Gallagher and a panel

of your county peers as they discuss the challenges,
opportunities, and a variety of solutions for addressing the
complexities of providing a cost-effective, quality health
care program that helps attract and retain talent as part
of your overall total compensation package. Sponsored by
Gallagher, a MAC Premier Partner

Speakers: Chadd Hodkinson and Jeff Nielsen, Gallagher

micounties.org 7



usiness is
caring for yours.

READY
TOHELP

MICHIGAN

To attract better talent, you need better benefits. Blue Cross is ready to help your
business stand out with affordable whole health coverage and convenient care for
everything from behavioral health and virtual care to maternity and menopause.
Plus, with one of the largest networks of doctors and hospitals in Michigan,

you've got the coverage you need wherever you go.

For the coverage employees want and businesses can trust, we're ready to help.
bcbsm.com/employers

Blue Cross Blue Shield of Michigan and Blue Care Network are nonprofit corporations and independent licensees of the Blue Cross and Blue Shield Association.
WO14886
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MAC POD
Descriptions

POD 9: LEGISLATIVE ROUNDTABLE
Wednesday, April 9, 8:30am-9:15am

MAC has invited a collection of key legislators to discuss
what to expect out of Lansing in 2025. Audience questions
are strongly encouraged to maximize this rare opportunity.
Moderated by Kyle Melinn of MIRS News Service.

POD 10: THE RETURN OF “AX MI TAX”
Wednesday, April 9, 9:15am-10am

After failing to navigate Michigan’s ballot rules in 2024,

a small advocacy group is again making the rounds to
convince voters to vote away the fiscal foundations of state
and local public services in our state. Attorney Steven Liedel
of the Dykema law firm will arm attendees with the facts on
the fundamental legal inconsistencies in this effort and the
fiscal carnage that would result from its passage.

Speaker: Steven Liedel, Dykema law firm

e wifi

Network: Hilton Honors
Password: Landt (Case Sensitive)

FOLLOW MAC ON SOCIAL MEDIA!

f facebook.com/MIcounties

X x.com/Mlcounties

L . . .
I.I |nstagram.com/m|countles

POD 11: NAVIGATING WORKPLACE TRENDS:
PRACTICAL STRATEGIES FOR MICHIGAN
COUNTY LEADERS

Wednesday, April 9,10:15am-11am

Join Sonja Brininger, Acrisure HR Consultant, as she shares
the latest workplace trends affecting the public sector. This
session, tailored for Michigan county leaders, will cover
practical approaches and strategies for navigating changes
in local government workplaces. Drawing from her extensive
experience, Sonja will provide valuable insights into
enhancing employee engagement, optimizing operations,
and implementing effective policies. This presentation aims
to offer county leaders the knowledge needed to support
their workforce. Attend this session to gain practical advice
and perspectives that can help you manage and lead more
effectively. Sponsored by Acrisure, a MAC Premier Partner

A Trusted Partner

to Michigan

For more than four decades, Maximus
has helped state and local governments recover
millions of dollars in costs associated
with managing federal and
state programs.

Our services include:
e Cost allocation plans

e User fee studies

To learn more,
contact us today.

maximus

800.618.7364 -
costallocation@maximus.com
maximus.com/financial-services

micounties.org 9



+ A collaborative procurement
program for shared services and

The PLUS Makes the Difference products.

.

Collaborative Procurement Plus, better known as CoPro+ is a Michigan-
based purchasing consortium program designed to make atypically
complex process incredibly easy.

CoPro+ isthe only purchasing consortium that’s built specifically with
Michigan cities, counties, and schools in mind.

Member Benefits

+ No user fees/no cost to participate
+ Access to a large portfolio of contracts design for local
government and schools

+ Streamlined procurement process by reducing the time and
expenses needed for the bidding process

+ Engage with trusted vendors for a seamless procurement
process, ensuring quality goods and services at the best value

+ Membership extends to all departments, allowing agency-wide
participation in the program

Contact Shawn Vaughn or Austin Brown for more information:

Email us: info@coproplus.org
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Forty to receive CCA certificates

During lunch on Tuesday, April 8, MAC will honor the graduating class of 2025 of County
Commissioner Academy. County Commissioner Academy is a professional development
program for commissioners incorporating a series of events and workshops focused on the
day-to-day responsibilities of a Michigan county commissioner. Since its inception, more than
170 certificates have been issued to participating commissioners.

Name County Level Name County Level

Mark De Young Allegan Advanced Penny Morris Grand Traverse Certified
Dave Vollrath Berrien Advanced Donald “Jay” O’Farrell  losco Certified
Julie Wuerfel Berrien Advanced Katie DeBoer Kent Certified
Rayonte Bell Berrien Advanced Joseph Derocha Marquette Certified
Randall Hazelbaker Branch Advanced Stephen Adamini Marquette Certified
Jon Houtz Branch Advanced Dana Lalonde Marquette Certified
Robert Showers Clinton Advanced William Routley Mecosta Certified
Joe Stevens Dickinson Advanced Jeff Carlson Menominee Certified
TJ Andrews Grand Traverse Advanced Jessica Cook Muskegon Certified
Lauren Flynn Grand Traverse Advanced Greg Gydesen Osceola Certified
Howard Lodholtz Lake Advanced Mark Gregory Osceola Certified
Gwenne Allgaier Leelanau Advanced Dana Wingo Otsego Certified
Mike Patrick Mackinac Advanced Jack Tany Saginaw Certified
Jeff Dontz Manistee Advanced Mark Piotrowski Saginaw Certified
James Maike Newaygo Advanced Craig Reiter Schoolcraft Certified
Travis Konarzewski Alpena Certified Rick Shaffer St. Joseph Certified
Lisa Salgat Arenac Certified Bill Lutz Tuscola Certified
Tim Banaszak Bay Certified Tina Leary Van Buren Certified
Beverly Brown Genesee Certified Cara A. Clemente Wayne Certified
Michael Visnaw Gladwin Certified Terry Marecki Wayne Certified

Proud of our partnership. m
Proud of our values. Nationwide'

For more than 40 years, Nationwide® has partnered with the National Association of Counties (NACo) to offer
county employees 457(b) deferred compensation plans. Over the yez ve hz arve re than 1.5 million
county employ and retirees in the United States.

Together we serve: The Nationwide difference
Nearly & BETTER PARTICIPANT
More than More than EXPERIENCES

39000

L L
425,000 et $24 billion © 2o
current participants counties and county in assets SIMPLICITY
jurisdictions

Q? VALUES THAT TRANSLATE

INTO SERVICE

For more information, contact:
Levi Lathen, Program Director
Lathenl@Nationwide.com

MNationwide Retirement Solutions and Nationwide Life Insurance Company (collectively “Nationwide™) have endorsement relationships with the National
Association of Counties (NACo). More information about the endorsement relationships can be found online at nrsforu.com.

MNationwide and the Nationwide N and Eagle are service marks of Mationwide Mutual Insurance Company. © 2022 Nationwide NRM-21963M2-NX (12/22)
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YOUR PASSION
YOUR PURPOSE

We are the momentum behind
what’s possible. We focus on the
operations of your organization —
allowing you to focus on what makes
you extraordinary.

Contact a Rehmann Advisor today
and put our experience to work for
you. Visit rehmann.com/publicsector
or call 866.799.9580.

rehmann

EMPOWER YOUR PURPOSE"

Audit & Financial Reporting\ Federal & State Compliance \ Organizational Development & Operations Consulting
Pension and Retirement Plan Services \ Comprehensive Technology Solutions \ Accounting & Human Resource Solutions
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MAC
Board of Directors

FIRSTVICE PRESIDENT
Antoinette Wallace
Macomb County/Region V

PRESIDENT
Melissa Daub
Wayne County/At-large

Bryan Kolk
Newaygo County/Region |1

William Miller
Oakland County/At-large

John Malnar
Delta County/Region |

Sarah Lucido
Macomb County/Region V

Rick Shaffer
St. Joseph County/Region Il

Richard Schmidt
Manistee County/Region I

Dwight Washington
Clinten County/Region IV

MAC STAFF

Stephan Currie, Executive Director

Deena Bosworth, Director of Governmental Affairs
Tammi Connell, Director of Member Events
Amanda Despins, Events Coordinator

Amy Dolinky, Technical Adviser, Opioid Settlement Funds
Planning and Capacity Building

Vickki Dozier, Executive Assistant

Stephan Currie

SECOND VICE PRESIDENT

IMMEDIATE PAST PRESIDENT
Stan Ponstein
Kent County/At-large

Vaughn Begick
Bay County/Region VI

Donald “Jay” O’Farrell Joseph Palamara

losco County/Region VI

Kristina Garner, Coordinator of Blue Cross and
COBRA Services

Jimmy Johnson, Governmental Affairs Specialist

Derek Melot, Director of Communications and Marketing
Jamie Pemberton, Director of Finance

Legan Rose, Governmental Affairs Associate

Gabriel Zawadzki, Director, Grant Services Program

micounties.org

Wayne County appointee
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Bendzinski & Co.
MUNICIPAL FINANCE ADVISORS

A MICHIGAN FIRM, WORKING FOR MICHIGAN,

YOUR MUNICIPAL ADVISOR
FOR FINANCIAL & ASSET
MANAGEMENT SERVICES

O~/ Capital Project Funding O/ Bond Issuance

Open Market (Banks & Brokers)
(\/| Water & Sewer Rate Studies State Revolving Fund (SRF)

USDA Rural Development
‘/’ State & Federal Grant Funding
/ Millage Analysis

(v/| Asset Management Plans Roads Funding
Water, Sewer, Roads & Stormwater Storm Sewer Funding

Building Funding
(‘/I Continuing Disclosure

(1) www.bendzinski.com % 313-961-8222 E info@bendzinski.com

Your county’s membership with the Michigan Association of Counties

enables you to take advantage of the following programs and services
to save you money.
Our Partners Include:

» Workers’ Compensation Insurance

ferred ion PI o, Biue Shick

» Deferred Compensation Plans ) st

- Life Insurance & Disability Benefits o Ve

. ; ; =™m American Fideli

Student Loan Forgiveness Services E'Agrgzgec:m‘;aw unEroq-

« Employee Benefits Programs

» Health Insurance Administration M Lincoln
WWWCFW Financial Groupr

- COBRA Administration and Billing

« Procurement Services
ﬂ! sawvi

Nationwida

M Give us a call today at 800-336-2018 or visit

MICHIGAN ASSOCIATION OF COUNTIES
SERVICE CORPORATION

www.micounties.org to find out more!
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Insurance | Risk Manag"emént=| Consulting

Gallagher is a Proud Supporter of the

Michigan Association of Counties
You serve the public, we serve you.

For more than 40 years, Gallagher’s benefit consultants have ensured organizations like yours are
remaining competitive without compromising the wellbeing of your most important asset — your people.
Our passion is to provide customized insurance programs, benefits and HR solutions tailored to
your unigue needs. We're here to work through every challenge to drive better outcomes
and help you build the confidence to handle whatever comes next.

Jeff Nielson
Area Vice President
P: (248) 496 0912

E: jeff_nielson@ajg.com
© 2025 Arthur J. Gallagher & Co. | GBSUS102837 www.AJG.com



Fueling Michigan today and tomorrow.

Every day, Michiganders depend on secure, reliable energy to heat their homes, fuel businesses,
and power industries. Enbridge proudly delivers 55% of the propane used in Michigan.

We continue to modernize our energy infrastructure and further protect the Straits of Mackinac
crossing by investing in the Great Lakes Tunnel.

As a North American integrated energy company, we've been delivering the energy the state
needs for decades and we're investing in Michigan communities and infrastructure. It's how we're
building toward a better tomorrow.

Discover more at enbridge.com/Michigan.

70

—£ENBRIDGE YEARS

Proudly
delivering
energyin
Michigan.

Enbridge is proud to support the Michigan Association of Counties.



